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The Contributions of Princess Effat Al-Thunayan to the Development of Girls'
Education in Saudi Arabia (1955-2000)
Abstract :

Girls' Education in Saudi Arabia initially befaced diffculty challenges, as it was
limited to traditional katateeb (informal religious schools) held in private homes by
women known as mutawa’at. These schools primarily focused on memorizing the
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Qur’an and teaching basic writing skills. However, with social and economic changes,
increased exposureto the outside world, and growing awareness among families about

the importance of education, formal girls' schools began to emerge cautiously.

One of the first private schools for girls was called Dar Al-Hanan, founded by Effat
Al-Thunayan in 1955. dedicated to orphaned girls in Jeddah , and operated under her
direct supervision. This schoolrepresented a major shift in the Saudi education system,
as it did not solely focus on traditional curricula but also incorporated cultural, artistic,

and sports activities.

The overall development in Saudi Arabia created a suitable environment for the
advancement of girls' Education In 1960, formal girls' education officially began when
King Saud bin Abdulaziz issued a royal decree to establish girls' schools and created a

dedicated body known as the General Presidency for Girls' Education.

Effats impact extended beyond founding schools; she actively supported women's
education programs across the Kingdom and worked to enhance the social standing of
girls by encouraging them to pursue higher education. In collaboration with the French
Ministry of Education, she established Effat College in Jeddah in 1999, with afounding
board that included her children and a group of experts and specialists. This institution
later became Effat University, the first licensed private university for women in Saudi

Arabia.

Keywords :

( Effat Al-Thunayan — Education — Dar Al-Hanan — The General Presidency for Girls’
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