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Causes and social effects of electronic blackmail and ways and
treatment
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Abstract

The current research aimed to study the concept of electronic blackmail, as well as to identify the
most prominent causes and effects of the crime of electronic blackmail, in addition to knowing the
reality of the size of the problem of the crime of electronic blackmail in Irag. To achieve these goals
and others, the importance of the research lies in the fact that electronic blackmail is one of the
widespread crimes in the countries of the world in a large way with the dominance and penetration
of the information network (the Internet) in all aspects of human life, as it has become the dominant
and powerful in all works, and its negative effects have extended to the lives of citizens represented
by electronic blackmail and other information crimes. From this importance, we decided to study the

causes and effects of electronic blackmail as it is a crime alien to Iragi society.

To achieve this importance, the research reached several conclusions, including:

1) The crime of electronic blackmail is one of the most prominent forms of electronic crimes, as this
crime is practiced via the Internet and the use of modern devices and various applications, such
as social media. This phenomenon has become a major threat to individuals and societies alike.

2) The methods of committing this crime differ significantly from traditional blackmail methods, as
a mobile phone equipped with a camera is used to violate the privacy of individuals, whether by
taking pictures, publishing sensitive information, or audio and video recordings. These methods
reflect the seriousness of electronic blackmail, as they exceed traditional boundaries, which

requires greater attention from individuals and societies to confront this challenge.

3) Technological development has contributed to the increase in the frequency of these crimes. The
ease of access to information and means of communication makes it easy for perpetrators to
implement their plans quickly and effectively, which requires greater efforts to combat this

phenomenon.

The most important recommendations of the research were:
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1) Updating procedural legal texts to match the challenges of the crime of electronic blackmail,
which is constantly evolving. These texts must include new mechanisms to control and investigate
crimes in virtual space, taking into account the technical complexities that may hinder
investigations.

2) Governments and legislative bodies must work to strengthen laws related to electronic crimes,
including blackmail. There should be deterrent penalties for perpetrators, and improved reporting
mechanisms for these crimes to facilitate access to justice and provide psychological and legal
support to victims.

3) Raising awareness within the community about the dangers of cyber-extortion. These initiatives
should include precautionary measures, such as not sharing sensitive information online and
ensuring that any extortion attempt is reported immediately.

4) Individuals should immediately contact specialized agencies that have experience in dealing with
extortion cases. It is essential not to delete any content related to extortion, as this is evidence that
may be vital to prosecuting the perpetrator.

5) International cooperation between countries should be enhanced to exchange information and
technologies necessary to effectively combat the phenomenon of cyber-extortion. Joint
cooperation can contribute to developing unified strategies to confront these crimes that transcend
geographical borders.

Keywords: Causes, effects, extortion, cyber-extortion.
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