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Abstract

The importance of the research is evident in its focus on hosting the city of Basra in Iraq
tfor the Gulf Cup in its twenty-fifth edition, after no Gulf country was nominated for its
bid against Iraq, and its importance in representing the image of Iraqi football despite its
absence from the region. This hosting occurred for the first time since the fifth Gulf Cup.
In 1979 AD in Baghdad, The main goal of this research is to identify the representation
of the image of Iraqi football on Al Kass Sports Channel, as well as the implicit and
concrete connotations. The researcher relied on the qualitative approach using the
semiotic analysis tool according to the theory of John Fiske, who is considered the first
to apply the image analysis methodology. The results of the research on representing the
image of Iraqi football on Al Kass Sports Channel were summarized in the most notable
matters: Iraq’s success in hosting the 25th Arabian Gulf Cup Championship “Gulf 257,
as it brought life back to stadiums and sports facilities to their former era, in addition to
the tourism aspect, where hotels recorded a high demand. A record number of visitors
and the rooms were completely filled before the start of the Gulf Cup tournament. It has
achieved record numbers in hosting tourists in the city of Basra, which hosts the
tournament, as it has many distinct geographical characteristics, including its location on
the Shatt al-Arab and its proximity to the Gulf countries through land ports, and also for

the diverse tourism product it offers to its visitors.

Keywords: Iraqi football, Cup channel, Image.
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