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Abstract:

There is no doubt that Iraq is one of the most important tourist
countries in the Middle East region due to the many diverse tourist sites
that extend throughout its geographical area from its northernmost point to
its southernmost point, and include archaeological-historical sites,
religious shrines, , churches, and the shrine of Abraham.

Tourism in Iraq has taken a new form and a path different from what
it was before 2003, as many factors contributed and affected it negatively
and positively, especially religious tourism, which took a single pattern and
changed it over twenty years, and the concerned authorities did not work
on its two parts (the Authority and its subsidiary institutions or the religious
endowments) to develop and advance it by the requirements of the times
and in keeping with modern religious tourism programs in countries such
as Iran, Turkey, and Saudi Arabia, and in a way that contributes to the
economic development of Iraq, which is primarily related to the
government program and its political authority, which directed all its
attention towards providing security and logistical support for the religious
events that witnessed Unprecedented numbers of tourists from different
countries.

Keywords: religious tourism, holy shrines, archaeological-historical sites.
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