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Abstract:

William Lloyd Garrison was one of the most prominent and controversial
leaders of the abolitionist movement in the United States during the 19th
century. His sharp rhetoric provoked reactions from both abolitionist
activists and opponents, including politicians and slave owners. This, in
particular, highlights the significance of this study, which addresses one of
the most critical phases of American policy toward the slave trade and
slavery. His newspaper, The Liberator, served as a tree of truth, where
honest writers expressed their views—one of whom was William Lloyd

Garrison.

The study is divided into two focused sections. The first examines the
historical context of the abolitionist movement in the United States, tracing
the origins and development of slavery and highlighting the influential role
of the press in raising public awareness about the horrors of slavery and the
slave trade. Additionally, the study explores the impact of William Lloyd
Garrison as one of the most prominent reformist journalists opposed to
slavery and the slave trade, analyzing the nature of his rhetoric as reflected

in his newspape.

The second section addressed of the study examines the historical context
of the abolitionistmovement, exploring its emergence and development in
the United States, along with the crucial role of journalism in raising public
awareness about the atrocities of slavery. Additionally, it delves into
Garrison's role as one of the leading reformist journalists, analyzing the
nature of his discourse in The Liberator, which was characterized by his
outright rejection of gradual solutions and his insistence on immediate

emancipation for all enslaved individuals.

The second section discusses the political and social reactions to Garrison’s
activism, illustrating how he faced persecution and threats, yet remained
committed to his cause until the abolition of slavery was achieved in 1865
through the Thirteenth Amendment to the U.S. Constitution. The research
also highlights Garrison’s lasting impact on future human rights
movements, including his influence on prominent figures such as Frederick
Douglass and the extension of his ideas into the twentieth-century civil
rights movement. Leaders like Martin Luther King Jr. adopted similar

media-based strategies to influence societal change.

The study concludes that Garrison was not merely a political activist but one
of the most influential figures in shaping American awareness of the slavery
issue. His work demonstrated the power of journalism as a catalyst for social
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change, establishing him as a pioneering figure in global human rights
movements. The study further recommends in-depth analyses of Garrison’s
media strategies and their applicability to contemporary human rights
issues, in addition to further research on his influence on modern reform

movements in the United States and beyond.
Keywords:

(Abolitionism - The Liberator newspaper - Anti-slavery movement -
Thirteenth Amendment to the U.S. Constitution - Civil rights - Social reform

- Reformist media discourse)
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