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Abstract

It is one of the Islamic Caliphate states, and the only one among the Caliphate states that adopted the Shiite
sect (within its Ismaili branch) as its official religion. This state was established after the Ismaili preachers
became active in fanning the flame of Hussein and calling people to fight in the name of the awaited Imam
Mahdi. They all predicted his appearance in the near future in the Abbasid era. They achieved success in
areas far from the center of government, especially because of the Abbasids' persecution of them in the Arab
Levant, so they moved to Morocco where they were able to attract the masses from the barbaric Kutama
tribe in particular, and declared the establishment of the Caliphate after a period. The Fatimid state included
vast areas and regions in North Africa and the Middle East, and its scope extended along the Mediterranean
coast from Morocco to Egypt. Then the Fatimid caliphs expanded further, adding to their possessions the
island of Sicily, the Levant, and the Hijaz, so their state became the largest state independent of the Abbasid
state, and the main competitor. It has the leadership of the Holy Lands and the leadership of Muslims.
Historical sources differed in determining the lineage of the Fatimids. Most Shiite sources confirm the truth
of what the founder of this dynasty, Imam Ubaid Allah al-Mahdi Billah, said, which is that the Fatimids are
descended from Muhammad bin Ismail bin Jaafar al-Sadiq, as they are Alawites, and from the lineage of the
Prophet Muhammad through his daughter Fatima al-Zahra. The fourth of the Rightly-Guided Caliphs is Imam
Ali bin Abi Talib. On the other hand, other sources denied this lineage and attributed the origin of Ubaid Allah
al-Mahdi to the Persians or Jews. The Fatimids founded the city of Mahdia in the state of Ifrigiya in 300 AH,
corresponding to 912-913 AD. They made it the capital of their emerging state, and in 336 AH, corresponding
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to 948 AD, they moved the center of government to the city of Mansouria. When the Fatimids conquered
Egypt in 358 AH, corresponding to 969 AD, they founded the city of Cairo north of Fustat, and made it their
capital. Egypt became the spiritual, cultural and political center of the state, and remained so until its collapse
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