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Abstract

Syria represented a strategic target for Rome because of
its location on the eastern shore of the Mediterranean Sea.
Therefore, their attention was focused on the coastal strip
extending from Antioch in the north to the borders of Egypt
in the south, as it included the most important Phoenician
cities. Therefore, the Romans were able to eliminate the
danger of pirates who were disturbing the movement of
Roman merchants. After the Roman occupation of Syria in
64 BC, Rome gained the hostility of the Persians east of the
Euphrates, because they coveted access to the waters of the
Mediterranean, and this was the focus of Rome’s strategic
policy in Syria around this hostility, which was reflected in
dealing with the local princes. What increased the fire of
hostility between them was the desire to control the trade
route between the East and the West, as two of the eastern
imports were important to the Romans. The demand for them
increased, such as silk from China and spices from India,
until the trade in these goods became very extensive, and the
Romans used to pay for Asian imports mainly with gold
coins. The Persians then collected huge profits as a
commercial intermediary for Chinese silk.

Keywords: Politics, Romans, Strategy.
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