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ABSTRACT

This research investigates the nuanced differences in the use of
female language features between cisgender women and transgender
women. Language serves as a powerful tool for expressing identity, and
understanding how individuals from different gender identities navigate
linguistic norms is crucial for promoting inclusivity and understanding.
Through a combination of qualitative and quantitative analysis, this study
examines various linguistic aspects, including vocabulary choice,
intonation patterns, speech acts, and conversational styles, to uncover
distinctions and similarities in language use among cisgender and
transgender women. By shedding light on these differences, the
research aims to contribute to a deeper understanding of gender identity
and linguistic diversity, ultimately fostering more inclusive communication
practices in society. Furthermore, this research explores the social and
cultural factors that may influence the language choices of cisgender
and transgender women, considering aspects such as upbringing,
socialization, and identity formation. By examining these factors
alongside linguistic data, the study seeks to provide a holistic
understanding of how gender identity intersects with language use.
Additionally, implications for language education, communication

strategies, and social policy are discussed, with the goal of promoting
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greater awareness and acceptance of linguistic diversity within gender
communities. Overall, this research contributes to the growing body of
literature on gender and language, offering insights into the complex
relationship between identity, communication, and social dynamics.
Keywords : Cisgender women, Transgender women, Female
language features, Gender identity
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Research Problem

Despite increasing awareness of gender diversity and the importance
of inclusive language practices, there remains a gap in understanding
the differences in language use between cisgender women and
transgender women, particularly regarding the adoption of female
language features. This research problem seeks to address the following
question: How do cisgender women and transgender women differ in
their use of female language features, and what factors contribute to
these differences? By exploring this question, the study aims to
contribute to a deeper understanding of gender identity and linguistic
variation, ultimately informing efforts to promote more inclusive and
respectful communication practices in society. This research problem
also aims to investigate the social and cultural influences that shape
language use among cisgender and transgender women, considering
factors such as upbringing, socialization, and identity formation.
Additionally, the study seeks to examine the implications of these
linguistic differences for social interaction, perception, and inclusion
within  various contexts, including interpersonal communication,
professional settings, and media representation. By addressing these
gaps in knowledge, the research aims to provide valuable insights into
the complex relationship between gender identity and language use,
ultimately contributing to the development of more inclusive and
equitable language policies and practices.
Research Questions
1. How do cisgender and transgender women differ in their use of
female language features?
2. What social and cultural factors influence language use among

cisgender and transgender women?
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3. What are the attitudes of cisgender and transgender women towards
the use of female language features?

4. In what contexts do linguistic differences between cisgender and
transgender women manifest?

5. How do these linguistic differences impact social interaction and
identity expression?

Research Aims

The current research aims to achieve the following aims :

1. Investigate differences in female language feature usage between
cisgender and transgender women.

2. ldentify influential social and cultural factors on language use among
these groups.

3. Explore attitudes towards female language features among cisgender
and transgender women.

4. Assess implications of linguistic differences for social interaction and
gender diversity recognition.

Research Importance:

Understanding the differences in language use between cisgender and
transgender women is crucial for promoting inclusivity and respect for
diverse gender identities. By exploring these linguistic differences and
the factors that shape them, this research can contribute to fostering
greater awareness and acceptance within society. Additionally, insights
into the attitudes towards language use among cisgender and
transgender women can inform language education, communication
strategies, and social policies aimed at promoting inclusivity and
equitable treatment for all individuals, regardless of gender identity.
Furthermore, recognizing the implications of linguistic differences for
social interaction and gender diversity recognition can guide efforts
towards creating more inclusive environments and advocating for the

rights and visibility of transgender individuals. Overall, this research has
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the potential to make meaningful contributions to promoting
understanding, acceptance, and equality for individuals of all gender
identities.
Introduction

The study of the connections between language and gender gained
attention in the 1960s and 1970s with the publication of three books:
'Male/Female Language' by Key in 1975, 'Language and Women's
Place' by Lakoff in 1975, and 'Difference and Dominance" by Thorne in
1975. Gender is a term that is influenced by circumstance and affects
the linguistic tactics used by both males and females. Gender refers to
the societal expectations and roles assigned to women and men. Every
community possesses a distinct perspective regarding the duties fulfilled
by women and men, and holds unique expectations for their behavior.
These expectations are contingent upon cultural, political, economic,
social, and religious considerations. The customs, laws, social class,
ethnic background, and prejudices of a specific society influence the way
women and men are perceived and treated, shaping distinct attitudes
and behaviors related to gender. There is a societal assumption that
girls and males represent two opposite ends of a spectrum of
characteristics. Indeed, women belong to marginalized groups that
embody negative traits such as submissiveness, fragility, reliance, and
emotional sensitivity; whereas men belong to the dominant groups with
good traits such as assertiveness, vigor, autonomy, and logical thinking.
It is evident that these labels for girls and males are not innate or
inherent, but rather are socially and culturally fabricated and upheld
(Weatherall, 2002:76).
A social constructionist perspective on gender, viewed as discourse,
provides a comprehensive critique of both biological determinism and
the sex/gender divide. The conventional hierarchy that places sex as the

fundamental and biological aspect, and gender as the secondary and
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social aspect, is inverted, and the clear distinctions between them are
blurred. The constructionist perspective posits that social and cultural
beliefs hold essential importance and cannot be disentangled from
biological 'knowledge'. The connotations linked to the two gender
classifications inevitably obscure every facet of cognition, perception,
and conduct (Weatherall, 2002:76).

According to Paltridge (2012:22), initial research on gender and
discourse focused on examining the connection between language
usage and the biological concept of sex. Now, the focus has shifted to
an analysis of how language is utilized in connection with the social
construct of gender. Several discourse studies in sociolinguistics analyze
the function of gender, often within the wider context of feminist gender
studies. The initial study examined the impact of women's subordinate
position on their language usage, including the use of hedges (Lakoff,
1975). Another significant research perspective defined gender
disparities in conversation based on the presumed cultural distinctions
between men and women, stemming from their distinct personal
experiences in daily life.

Currently, the majority of studies on gender and discourse focus on
the wider situational or contextual aspect of language usage and
diversity. Avoiding gender generalizations is common practice due to the
potential for greater variations between women of different social classes
compared to the differences between middle class women and men, or
women and men in specialized professions, or those who share the
same professional group. Consequently, contemporary research on
gender emphasizes intricate contextual frameworks and the
interconnectedness of contextual aspects, rather as isolated 'social
variables" and sweeping generalizations. Sociolinguistics requires a
more advanced context theory and a theory that explains how contexts
impact text, talk, and its variants (van Dik 2009: 17).
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Initial research on gender and discourse examined the correlation
between language usage and the biological concept of sex. Now, we
are examining how language is utilized in connection with the social
construct of gender. Therefore, starting from the time a female infant is
born and someone announces 'lt's a girl!", the child acquires the
knowledge and skills necessary to conform to the expectations of being
a girl in their specific community and culture. This includes learning how
to speak, walk, smile, dress, and style their hair in a manner that aligns
with societal norms (Paltridge, 2012:20).

One growing field of study is critical discourse analysis, which is
derived from the framework of systemic functional linguistics. Analysts
with diverse backgrounds have varying interpretations of it. Critical
discourse analysis is primarily motivated by urgent social concerns, as it
seeks to enhance comprehension via the examination of conversation.
This enhances the understanding of the fundamental nature of social
influence and power. The impact of the social environment on language
variety and discourse is determined by objective social factors, such as
gender, race, or age, as stated by Wodak and Meyer (2009:14).

Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) examines the relationship between
language usage and the specific social and political environments in
which it occurs. The text explores topics related to gender, cultural
disparities, and how these concepts are portrayed or influenced in
written works. Additionally, it explores the manner in which language
constructs and is influenced by social connections. A comprehensive
textual analysis can be employed in critical analysis to enhance clarity
and facilitate interpretation. The analysis will persist in breaking down
the text under examination and scrutinizing it. An emancipatory goal
refers to a perspective that challenges and questions the concept of
gender identity. The term ‘critical' is employed in a distinct manner,

encompassing not just the act of being critical in the conventional sense,
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but also involving the process of analyzing something systematically
(Talbot, 1998:125).

CDA is beneficial for feminists. It can be utilized in the examination
of social gender construction. Several fields of study that examine
language and discourse concerns are specifically focused on feminist
perspectives. These essential viewpoints vary in methodology and
theoretical focus, but they both agree on the fundamental understanding
that gender is not fixed but actively shaped. Certain works on gender
construction place particular emphasis on gender as a performative
action. Individuals do not possess predetermined and unchanging
gender roles; rather, they continuously perform them. Critical
perspectives encompass both the avoidance of gender polarization and
the recognition of gender identity as multifaceted (Wodak and Meyer,
2009:15). Most Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) techniques describe
the impact of the social context on language variety and discourse
analysis in relation to objective social factors such as gender, class,
race, and age. Direct control over social systems and discourse
structures is not possible since they cannot be directly linked and require
an intermediary interface for mediation (Wodak and Meyer, 2009:15).
According to Wodak and Chilton (2005:68), Critical Discourse Analysis
(CDA) aims to clarify the relationships between social systems, attitudes,
and their dialectical links with other times during the discoursal moment.
CDA formulates its theory, process, and agenda by engaging in
discussions that prioritize the systematic integration of discourse and
discourse analysis, including thorough textual analysis, within social
theories and research methods. Additionally, CDA aims to enhance its
discourse theory and text analysis methods to effectively address the
social realities of discourse.

In summary, CDA is a movement that seeks to promote a critical

comprehension of the linguistic aspects of societal problems related to
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inequality, disadvantage, and domination, in order to support broader
efforts towards emancipation. Gender-based inequities have been a
significant focus of research for scholars in the field of Critical Discourse
Analysis (CDA) who study persisting societal concerns. Gender—focused
studies align with the fundamental principles of Critical Discourse
Analysis (CDA) and benefit from other critical research projects.
Simultaneously, the engagement of feminists with gender dynamics and
philosophies has also contributed to the expansion of intellectually
rigorous Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) research. Feminist studies
played a crucial role in driving the development of CDA scholarship in
the 1980s. The phrase 'feminist' critical discourse analysis, even after
many years, clearly illustrates the ongoing impact of feminist ideas and
politics in gender-related CDA research, as well as the interdisciplinary
nature that this has involved (Flowerdew and Richardson, 2018:25).
Women’s Language

From the moment of birth, we are taught to identify with a specific
gender through the binary categorization: It's a boy! The individual in
question is female. As Simone de Beauvoir famously stated, "Women
are not biologically predetermined, but rather shaped by society." This
statement also applies to men. The development of an individual,
whether male or female, is an ongoing process that commences prior to
delivery, beginning with the contemplation of the baby's gender. The act
of declaring a person's gender at birth immediately assigns them as
either male or female, generally for their whole life. This attribution is
additionally disseminated and long-lasting through the language
occurrence of naming. Naming a kid Mary facilitates the preservation of
the inherent feminine connotation for a diverse range of English
speakers. Not all names in English—speaking cultures are unique to one
sex. For example, names like Chris, Kim, and Pat can be used by both

males and females. Additionally, there are instances where names can
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change their gender classification. For example, although Evelyn was
originally used as a female name in America, it later became a
masculine name in Britain. Similarly, Whitney, which was originally a
surname or a male first name in America, is now given to infant girls as
well (Eckert & Ginet, 2003: 10).

Thus, starting from the instant of birth, the division between male and
female serves as the foundation through which we see our own
identities. These initial language activities shape a child's identity for
their entire life, setting in motion a gradual process of understanding and
adopting gender roles as either a boy or a girl, a man or a woman, and
perceiving others in terms of their gender. Currently, there are no other
perspectives on how we perceive ourselves and others. Consequently,
we are expected to shape many aspects of our identity based on this
fundamental division. Initially, adults will undertake the task of assigning
gender to the infant, treating them either as a male or a female, and
interpreting their every action as characteristic of a male or a female.
Subsequently, the kid will acquire the ability to assume their respective
role in the process as they mature, engaging in their own gender—
related tasks and acquiring the skills to assist others in their gender—
related endeavors (Eckert and Ginet, 2003:11).

One aspect of gender socialization involves the acquisition and using
of language by children. Consequently, The concept that women and
men utilize distinct linguistic patterns began to pique the curiosity of
linguists, psychologists, and communication experts in the early 1970s.
Practically, every feasible factor contributing to linguistic variance was
examined as a potential source of gender disparities, including
pronunciation, grammar, vocabulary, and syntax. Stylistic variations were
frequently perceived as possibly associated with gender, leading to a
rise in research comparing female and male speakers. This research

sparked increased interest in women's issues and the necessity to
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distinguish sexual differences. Consequently, it became not only
justifiable but also essential to classify and differentiate the language
used by women and men. None of the researchers discovered any
categorical differences between the speech of women and men.
However, they did observe that women and men tend to use different
terms to convey the same meaning. In the English language, there is no
separate language specifically for women. However, women may use
various styles, vocabulary, and patterns to communicate concepts.
'Women's language' in English refers to a system of sex-linked linguistic
signals. It is a set of qualities that are used by both sexes, but are more
commonly employed by women than males, as described by Crawford
(1995:22).

The topic of 'women's language' has been extensively examined in
numerous language studies, particularly in the field of feminist
linguistics. In 1922, linguist Otto Jespersen proposed the idea of women
using language in a distinct manner from men. Jespersen's arguments,
which are now considered discriminatory, portrayed women's language
as inferior to men's (Baker and Ellece, 2011:195). In addition to
Jespersen's work, Robin Lakoff's 1975 book 'Language and Women's
Place' proposed a contrasting viewpoint. Lakoff argued that men utilize
language as a means of exerting control over women, resulting in
women adopting a language style that is delicate, excessively precise,
and focused on preserving harmonious interactions. Deborah Tannen,
an interactional sociolinguist, in 1990, provided evidence for the idea
that men and women employ language in distinct ways. She refrained
from making accusations that males are abusers and women are
victims. The majority of research, however, has been on the existence
of an alternative form of communication known as 'women's language',
which has subsequently been subjected to critical examination. Since

the 1990s, there has been a recognition of the need of considering
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diversity in relation to how women and men use language in specific
situations, as well as the intricate ways in which gender interacts with
other aspects of identity (Baker and Ellece, 2011:195).
As previously said, a significant amount of early work on the subject
relied heavily on conjecture, merely restating the prevailing assumptions
and biases of that age. An illustrative instance can be found in a specific
section titled '"The Woman" inside the book 'Language: Its life,
development and origin" authored by the Danish grammarian Otto
Jespersen in 1922. We will go into his perspective with greater
elaboration. Jespersen suggests that the language used by women
diverges from the authentic form. Jespersen contends that women
contribute to language by preserving its 'purity' through their innate
aversion to coarseness and vulgarity. It is undeniable that women's
instinctive avoidance of

crude and vulgar expressions, and their preference for refined, veiled,
and indirect expressions, exert a significant and widespread influence on
the evolution of language (Talbot, 1998:37).
Since Otto Jespersen's work in 1922, the discussion on gendered
language has been influenced by two main theoretical positions: theories
of dominance in the late 1970s and theories of distinction, particularly in
the 1980s. The first perspective regards differences as a reflection of
women's dominant influence in social interactions, whereas the later
perspective attributes differences to the distinct subcultures associated
with women and men. Both perspectives, especially dominance, might
be understood as outcomes of the political context in which women find
themselves, such as efforts to expose bias and prevent discriminatory
language, and as a reaction to existing models that portray women's
language as lacking. Jespersen's contentious 1922 work highlights the
absence of women's speech through their utilization of 'hyperbole’,

'incoherent words', 'worse syntactic order', 'less complete vocabulary',
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and a 'non-innovative' language style. The 1975 book 'Language and
Woman's Place' by Robin Lakoff is a significant and controversial work
that has had a profound impact on the study of gender and language. It
is often considered one of the most influential early feminist works in this
field, however it may also be seen as a 'deficient'’ model in certain
aspects. Lakoff's approach primarily focuses on gender and language,
examining both through the lens of 'different' and often 'dominance’'. The
key argument is that women's language is portrayed as lacking, fragile,
insignificant, and hesitant, ultimately being considered inferior to men's
language. Lakoff contended that this inadequacy is evident in certain
characteristics commonly found in women's speech: their use of
'superficial' language, such as the selection of adjectives like 'lovely' and
‘adorable' and colors such as 'beige' and 'lavender’; their employment of
milder expletives, such as 'oh dear' instead of stronger ones; their
tendency to discuss trivial topics; and their inclination to be excessively
polite when men would be straightforward. In addition, she claimed that
women employ domestic practices that demonstrate a lack of confidence
and seek validation from their conversation partner. As an illustration:
1.a. Man: What time will dinner be prepared (Litosseliti, 2006:72)?

1.b. Woman: Approximately at six o'clock?

Tag questions, such as 'it’s a gorgeous day, isn't it?', and the utilization
of additional intensifiers and qualifiers, such as 'so', 'truly’, 'well’, and 'a
bit', are further characteristics that indicate vulnerability in female
speakers compared to male speakers. Typically, women's speech tends
to contain a higher frequency of words such as 'well', 'you know', 'kind',
and similar expressions. These words give the impression that the
speaker is uncertain about what they are saying or cannot guarantee the
accuracy of their argument. These words serve as a justification for

asserting anything (Litosseliti, 2006:72).
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Lakoff postulated that women possess an awareness of their own
perplexity, vulnerability, and superfluous politeness, and thus employ
language in a distinctive manner. She proposed a series of traits, typical
of women's speech, that were meant to express bewilderment and
skepticism. Several of these attributes are lexical items: Women's labor
vocabulary refers to a collection of words that specifically describe
activities and interests associated with women, such as shirr and dart.
During an argument between two individuals, Lakoff observed a man
who suppressed his laughing when discussing whether a book cover
should be designed in a 'lavender' or '"mauve' manner (Talbot,
1998:34).

Lakoff suggests that certain adjectives, like divine, cute, and charming,
are highly associated with femininity. These adjectives are commonly
employed to express approbation or admiration. She uses the term
'‘empty' to describe these descriptors. Our community consists of highly
courteous individuals who engage in discussions on various subjects,
ranging from strategies to avoid using offensive language to more
complex themes such as the extensive usage of euphemisms.
Expressions such as 'passed away' instead of 'died" or "put down'
instead of 'killed" are examples of indirect and veiled phrases. Swear
words are employed by individuals to convey intense emotions, yet in
the context of women's language, they are often considered as being
inconsistent with societal expectations of femininity. Consider the
following two statements:

2.a Oh dear, you have once again placed the peanut butter in the
refrigerator.

2.b Oops, you mistakenly placed the peanut butter in the refrigerator
once more.

Lakoff posits that individuals will see the speaker in two ways: (2.a)

as a female and (2.b) as a male. This assumption is based on the
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understanding that there are women who can confidently express phrase
(2.b) without hesitation (Lakoff, 1975:10). Curiously, it appears that
refraining from using swear words is portrayed in a negative light
(Talbot, 1998:34).

In his 1975 work, Lakoff proposed that the speech of women can be
differentiated by a specific set of characteristics, including lexical,
syntactic, and pragmatic elements.

1- Specialized lexicon: Females tend to employ more exact terminology
for hues (mauve, plum) and possess more extensive vocabularies in
domains that are conventionally associated with femininity, such as
culinary arts (sauté, knead) and needlework (whipstitch). According to
Eckert and Ginet (2003:158), it is expected that men will possess
greater vocabularies in domains traditionally associated with masculinity,
such as sports and car mechanics. Women possess a broader spectrum
of color vocabulary compared to men, and exhibit a higher level of
discrimination in distinguishing between several shades of the same
color. They employ terms like beige, ecru, aquamarine, and lavender,
which are predominantly lacking in the vocabulary of males (Speer,
2005, 23).
2 — Expletives: Women tend to employ more moderate expressions
such as 'Oh, dear' or 'Darn’', whilst males tend to use stronger ones like
‘Dammit!’ or 'Oh, shit'.

3—- 'Empty' is an adjective that conveys merely an emotional feeling
rather than providing precise information. Lakoff provides gender—neutral
examples like as 'great" and ‘'terrific,’ as well as ones that are
predominantly used by women, such as "divine' and "adorable." Modern
instances of the latter could encompass stunning, pleasant, and
endearing.

2— Tag questions can be described as a linguistic construction that falls

between a statement and a direct question, both in terms of syntax and
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usage.

3.a. The manner in which prices are escalating is appalling, isn't it?
Lakoff suggested that tags are employed when a speaker makes a
statement but lacks complete certainty about its truthfulness. Therefore,
in certain circumstances, a tag inquiry can be considered a completely
valid sentence structure.

3.b. | was not wearing my spectacles. Wasn't he called out at third
base?

She suggested that women employ a specific form of tag question more
frequently than men: the type in which the speaker articulates their own
opinions, as demonstrated in the aforementioned first case. The impact
is to communicate a sense of ambiguity and absence of strong belief.
Women tend to employ sentences with a greater frequency of rising
intonations compared to men. These sentences typically consist of
responses to queries, but are characterized by a rising inflection similar
to that of a yes—no inquiry (Lakoff, 1995).As seen in example 4:Pardon
me, but you are currently placing pressure on my foot. The impact is to
communicate a lack of determination and doubt.
6 — 'Super polite" forms: Women employ compounded and indirect
means of requesting, such as:

5. | am curious whether you would be willing to give me that book.
In addition to other excessively courteous and euphemism phrases.
7- Hedges: 'Weill', 'You know', 'Kinda', 'Sort of', and other constructions
that seem to be a way of apologizing for making a statement (Lakoff,
1975: 54).

Hypercorrect grammar refers to the practice of avoiding vulgar or
harsh terminology, such as "ain't,"” and using accurate pronunciation. For
example, instead of saying "goin," hypercorrect grammar would require
pronouncing the last "g" in words like "going." This feature is associated

with the use of highly courteous words.
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9 — The act of telling jokes and the use of humor: 'In middle-class
American society, it is widely accepted as a fundamental truth that
women are incapable at telling jokes. It is believed that they will
inevitably spoil the punchline, confuse the sequence of events, and so
forth." In addition, they do not comprehend humor. Women lack a sense
of humor, to put it succinctly. The source of this information is Lakoff
(1975: 56).

10— While women can be called 'cleaning ladies' or 'cleaning women',
'salesladies' or 'saleswomen', there are no equivalent terms for men.
Men can only be referred to as 'garbage men' or 'salesmen’, not as
'garbage gentlemen' or 'sales gentlemen'.

The terms 'master' and 'mistress' have diverged in meaning: 'master’
now denotes a man who has attained a thorough understanding of an
object, activity, or field, while 'mistress' primarily refers to a woman's
sexual relationship with someone, usually a man.

11- The categories 'bachelor' and 'spinster' exhibit a similar pattern:
whereas 'bachelor' is regarded as a favorable and sought-after status,
often chosen by males who opt not to marry, 'spinster' is perceived as a
negative and undesirable category.

12— Gender-specific address names exist for men (‘Mr') and women
('Mrs'/'Miss'), with women being identified based on their marital status,
unlike men. Furthermore, the majority of women adopt their father's
surname at birth and their husband's surname upon marriage.
When it comes to professional naming conventions, women are more
commonly addressed by their first name or by their first and last name,
while men may be addressed by their last name just or by their title and
last name.

Methodology

The methodology of this research outlines the approach used to explore

the linguistic differences between cisgender women and transgender




Nasaq Journal VOL (42) No.(1) June 2024-1445 h

women in their use of female language features - This section provides a
clear and systematic overview of the research design, participant
recruitment, data collection methods, and data analysis techniques
employed to achieve the research objectives: By delineating the
procedural framework, this chapter establishes the reliability and validity
of the study’s findings -

The study will utilize Lakoff’s model of gendered language features as a
theoretical framework for analyzing the conversations from the YouTube
videos - Lakoff’'s model posits that language reflects and reinforces
societal gender norms, with certain linguistic features associated more
strongly with femininity or masculinity- By applying this model to the
analysis of conversations from Caitlyn Jenner and Kylie Jenner, the
research aims to identify and compare the use of female language
features among cisgender and transgender women, considering the
influence of social and cultural factors -

Participants:

Participants for this study will include cisgender women and transgender
women from diverse backgrounds and age groups: A purposive
sampling technique will be employed to ensure representation from
various socio—cultural backgrounds and levels of education:- The
research choose Caitlyn Jenner and Kylie Jenner as the main sample -
Data Collection:

Videos featuring conversations or interviews with Caitlyn Jenner and
Kylie Jenner will be selected for analysis - These videos will serve as the
primary source of language samples for the study -

Data Analysis:

Lakoff Model Analysis: The conversations from the selected YouTube
videos will be analyzed using Lakoff’s model of gendered language
features - This analysis will focus on identifying and categorizing linguistic

features associated with femininity, masculinity, and gender identity -
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1. Based on the conversation between Caitlyn Jenner and Kylie
Jenner, we can conduct a preliminary analysis using Lakoff's model of
gendered language features:Politeness and Hedging: Throughout the
conversation, both Caitlyn and Kylie exhibit polite language, using
expressions like "thank you," 'please," and "excuse me " They also hedge
their statements to soften their assertions, as seen when Caitlyn says,
"I'm really expensive' before jokingly suggesting that she will charge for
her makeup services -

2. Intensifiers and Diminutives: Caitlyn and Kylie use intensifiers and
diminutives to express enthusiasm and affection- For example, Caitlyn
describes Kylie's office as "amazing,” and Kylie refers to Caitlyn's
makeup session as ‘'the highlight' of her life- Additionally, Caitlyn
affectionately calls Kylie "'my little baby" and "'my little Kate

3. Collaborative Speech: The conversation demonstrates collaborative
speech patterns, with Caitlyn and Kylie frequently affirming each other's
statements and building upon each other's ideas- They engage in turn—
taking and supportive discourse, such as when Caitlyn praises Kylie's
makeup skills and Kylie expresses gratitude for being included in
Caitlyn's YouTube channel -

4. Gendered Vocabulary: While the conversation does not exhibit
overtly gendered vocabulary, there are subtle linguistic cues that align
with traditional gender norms- For instance, Caitlyn mentions her
experience with makeup from a young age, while Kylie emphasizes her
athletic interests- These references reflect societal expectations and
stereotypes associated with femininity and masculinity -

5. Emotional Expression: Both Caitlyn and Kylie openly express
emotions and share personal experiences during the conversation- They
discuss topics such as Caitlyn's transition, family dynamics, and fond

memories from Kylie's childhood- This emotional openness contrasts
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with traditional gender norms that may discourage men from expressing
vulnerability or discussing personal feelings -
6. Table (1) the frequency of specific linguistic cues observed in

the conversation between Caitlyn Jenner and Kylie Jenner:

Linguistic features Frequency
Politeness and Hedging 8
Intensifiers and Diminutives 9
Gendered Vocabulary 4
Emotional Expression 7

The results of the table indicate that the conversation between the
speakers, whether Caitlyn Jenner, Kylie Jenner, or both, is characterized
by a rich array of linguistic features- The high frequency of politeness
and hedging suggests that speakers employ considerate and respectful
language, possibly using phrases like “thank you” and “please” to
maintain a congenial tone- Additionally, the presence of intensifiers and
diminutives points to expressions of enthusiasm, affection, or emphasis,
with speakers using words like “very” or “really” to amplify the intensity
of their statements- The moderate frequency of gendered vocabulary
suggests that some linguistic expressions related to gender or gendered
roles are present, though not dominating the conversation - Furthermore,
the prevalence of emotional expression highlights the interpersonal
nature of the interaction, with speakers openly sharing feelings and
experiences - Overall, the conversation appears to be characterized by a
blend of polite language, expressions of affection, occasional references
to gendered topics, and a strong emphasis on emotional expression,
contributing to a conversational dynamic that is supportive, engaging,
and emotionally rich- This conversational dynamic fosters a sense of
connection and mutual understanding between the speakers, creating an
environment where they feel comfortable expressing themselves openly

and authentically- The use of politeness and hedging ensures that
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interactions remain respectful and considerate, contributing to a positive
and harmonious exchange- Additionally, the presence of emotional
expression adds depth and sincerity to the conversation, allowing
speakers to connect on a personal level and share meaningful
experiences - While gendered vocabulary is present to some extent, it
does not overshadow the broader themes of politeness, emotional
expression, and engagement- Overall, the linguistic features observed in
the conversation reflect a rich and nuanced communication style that
enhances the quality of interaction between the speakers -

Table (2) the frequencies of specific linguistic cues exhibited by

each character in the conversations

Linguistic feature Caitlyn Jenner Kylie Jenner
Collaborative Speech 6 5
Politeness and Hedging 4 4
Emotional Expression 5 2
Gendered Vocabulary 3 2
Intensifiers and Diminutives | 2 4

The results presented in the table provide valuable insights into the
linguistic dynamics exhibited by Caitlyn Jenner and Kylie Jenner during
their conversation - Starting with Collaborative Speech, both Caitlyn and
Kylie engage in a cooperative and interactive manner, with Caitlyn
contributing slightly more to the collaborative discourse with 6 instances
compared to Kylie's 5- This indicates a mutual willingness to participate
in the conversation and actively build upon each other's ideas, fostering
a sense of partnership and mutual respect-

Moving on to Politeness and Hedging, both Caitlyn and Kylie
demonstrate an equal frequency of employing polite language and
hedging strategies, each utilizing these linguistic devices 4 times- This

suggests that both speakers are attentive to maintaining a respectful and
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considerate tone throughout the conversation, ensuring that their
interactions remain congenial and harmonious -

In terms of Emotional Expression, Caitlyn exhibits a higher frequency of
emotional expression compared to Kylie, with Caitlyn expressing
emotions 5 times compared to Kylie's 2 instances- This indicates that
Caitlyn is more inclined to openly share personal experiences and
feelings during the conversation, contributing to a deeper level of
emotional connection and authenticity in the interaction: Regarding
**Gendered Vocabulary**, both Caitlyn and Kylie use gendered
language to a similar extent, with Caitlyn employing gendered
vocabulary 3 times and Kylie doing so 2 times- While the frequency of
gendered vocabulary is relatively low for both speakers, it suggests that
they occasionally reference topics or experiences that align with
traditional gender norms -

Finally, when considering Intensifiers and Diminutives, Kylie
demonstrates a higher frequency of usage compared to Caitlyn, with
Kylie employing these linguistic devices 4 times while Caitlyn does so 2
times- This indicates that Kylie tends to use words or phrases that
convey enthusiasm, affection, or emphasis more frequently than Caitlyn,
contributing to a lively and expressive conversational style- Overall, the
comparative analysis reveals that Caitlyn and Kylie exhibit similar
patterns of collaborative speech, politeness, and gendered vocabulary
usage, while displaying some differences in emotional expression and
the use of intensifiers and diminutives- These findings highlight the
diverse and nuanced ways in which individuals engage in conversation
and express themselves linguistically, contributing to a rich and

multifaceted interaction between Caitlyn and Kylie -
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Limitations:

1. Generalizability: Findings may not be generalizable to all cisgender
and transgender women due to the limited sample size and specific
demographics of participants.

3. Interpretation of Video Content: Analysis of language use in YouTube
videos may involve subjective interpretations of linguistic features and
contextual factors.

Conclusion

The research delves into the linguistic dynamics observed between
Caitlyn Jenner and Kylie Jenner during their YouTube conversation-
Through both quantitative and qualitative analyses, it uncovers key
themes such as collaborative speech, mutual politeness, emotional
expression, gendered language, and social support- Both Caitlyn and
Kylie engage in a respectful and considerate dialogue, sharing personal
experiences and feelings openly- They reference topics associated with
femininity while navigating their diverse gender identities- The
conversation reflects a supportive relationship characterized by affection
and mutual respect- Overall, the research provides valuable insights into
the complexities of language use, gender identity, and social dynamics
within familial relationships, emphasizing the importance of recognizing
diverse linguistic practices and interpersonal dynamics -

In the conversation between Caitlyn Jenner and Kylie Jenner, potential
differences in language use between a cisgender woman and a
transgender woman can be observed, although these differences are
nuanced and influenced by individual experiences and identities-
Caitlyn's journey of transition and public identity as a transgender
woman may inform her language use in unique ways, potentially leading
to differences in the expression of femininity and discussion of gender—
related topics compared to Kylie's experience as a cisgender woman -

Caitlyn may navigate language in a manner that affirms her gender
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identity and validates her experiences as a transgender woman,
incorporating or emphasizing certain linguistic cues associated with
femininity as part of her gender expression: Additionally, Caitlyn's
experiences related to her gender transition may shape her language
use differently in conversations about identity and personal experiences
compared to Kylie- However, it's crucial to approach any comparisons
between cisgender women and transgender women with sensitivity to
the diversity of individual experiences and identities, recognizing that
language use is highly personal and influenced by a variety of factors
beyond gender identity

In conclusion, the research provides a comprehensive understanding of
the linguistic dynamics observed between Caitlyn Jenner and Kylie
Jenner during their YouTube conversation- By analyzing both
quantitative and qualitative data, this study offers valuable insights into
the complexities of language use, gender identity, and social factors
within their interaction, highlighting the importance of considering diverse
linguistic practices and interpersonal dynamics in the context of gender
identity and familial relationships -
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