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The Impact of Impression Management on The Standardized
Characteristics of Psychological Measures, According to

Classical Measurement Theory

Dr. Bilal Tariqg Hussein
University of Anbar- College of Education for Humanities

Abstract:

Objectives: The research aimed to investigate the effect of deliberate response
faking on standardized psychological measures according to traditional
measurement theory.

Methodology: The research was conducted on a sample of 400 male and female
students selected through stratified random sampling from the University of
Anbar. Two versions of the measurement instructions were prepared, with the
first version containing instructions for honest responding and the second
version containing instructions for response faking. The study employed an
experimental approach with a repeated measures design.

Results: The research revealed statistically significant differences in the
variance ratio explained by the measure, indicating that honest responding
yielded a higher explained variance ratio compared to response faking.
Additionally, differences were found in the item percentage associated with the
nature of the response (honesty, faking), favoring honest responding.
Furthermore, there were differences in the item percentage associated with the
total score, again favoring honest responding. Statistically significant differences
were also observed in the internal consistency reliability of the measure, with
honest responding demonstrating higher reliability compared to response faking.
Conclusion: The research emphasizes the importance of assessing response
validity before analyzing and interpreting results. This can be achieved by
incorporating items within each measure that help detect the extent to which
respondents fake their responses. Deliberate response faking negatively impacts
the standardized characteristics of the measure

Key Words: Deliberate Response Faking, Psychological Measures, Traditional
Measurement Theory.
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