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The narrative of water in the novel (The Seventh Days of Creation) by
Abdul Khaleq Al-Rikabi
Dr. Amani Harith Malik Al-Ghanimi
Amani.alganmi@qu.edu.iq
University of Qadisiyah / College of Education for Girls

Abstract:

The city of the ancestors that Al-Rikabi built in the heart of his city, Badra, in
which the novel takes place as an imaginary city assumed by Al-Rikabi’s
imagination, which is what makes water in the novel achieve a narrative and
temporal extension between the town’s past and its present, in a way that gives it
a kind of sanctity and historical legitimacy, in its extension. In natural and
symbolic existence; Because it is the primary determinant of the fate of the town
and the lives of its people. It is not just a source of water, but rather it is the
origin of everything. The people of the town owe their continued living in
dignity to it, and it is a witness to what is within themselves, their hearts, their
emotions, and their existence. In addition, “water” in the novel text appears to
frame the characters’ positions, their conversations, their moods, their
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agricultural and economic activities, their names, their times, and their fates in
the town and in general. The space of water remains enveloped in its own
narratives, which go beyond their realistic dimensions, to become a suggestive
metaphorical, philosophical, and symbolic horizon that made the people At the
same time, the town lives in states of calm, tranquility, integration, and
cohesion, and states of anxiety, rebellion, rejection, and uprising, and many of
the beliefs, certainties, and concepts in it are disturbed, including its change in
the thinking style of the characters, with some of them drawn to their past and
others’ openness to the future, embodied in a myth.” Water specifically In its
Impact on the course of events and the development of characters, making its
main focus the confused relationship, created by “water”, between man and man
in the town; Because the fictional text is full of what water symbolizes, and this
Is what prompted us to choose the fictional text (The Seventh Days of Creation),
taking the receptive approach as a way to explore the connotations of water in
the text, after we divided the research into a preface that talks about water and
its relationship to the narrative as a space of multiple connotations, and we
attached it to two sections that included the first: Water and its effect on
characters. The second topic included the symbolism of water.

key words: Narrative, water, novel, The seventh day of creation, Al-Rikabi .
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