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Nazi regime policy
towards university professors in Germany ( 1933 -1939)
Dr. Ghada Faeg Mohammed
Iraqgi University / College of Education for Girls - Department of History
Abstract:

University professors exposed In Germany during Nazi rule To systematic political pressure, as they
purged German universities of professors who they believed posed a threat to Hitler's authority, us-
ing all means against them, direct and indirect. The professors were subjected to an organized fight
with laws set by the political system to legitimize the process of ideological persecution and political,
ethnic, and racist liquidations. The result of the liquidation operations was expulsion, killing, forced
displacement, retirement, or forcing professors to submit to the power of the system.As for those who
continued forTeachinginUniversities have had to be pragmatic.(Pragmatism) with the Nazi regime and
changing their ideas to suit New regime ideology.

The Nazi regime succeeded in reorganizing universities in line with its interests through policies of
intimidation and spreading terror among professors, which forced them to either emigrate, commit
suicide, or surrender. It was able to invest in the influence of collaborating professors in order to influ-
ence students in universities, and to reformulate everything in line with Nazism and give every idea a
Nazi, German, Aryan hue, especially the curricula that focused on the superiority of the Aryan race. It
cannot be overlooked that the professors' cooperation and collusion with the Nazi regime was due to
their fear of losing their privileges, jobs, and status in society. The results of this policy had a negative
impact on the scientific future of German universities and vice versa on the future of universities in Eu-
ropean countries, the United States of America, or Turkey, as a result of the migration of distinguished
professors to universities and the benefit of their scientific expertise.

Keywords: Professors Universities, Students , Nazi regime higher education, Aryan race, chemis-
try, physics, Third Reich, Hitler.
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