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Abstract:

This research addresses Ibn Rushd’s critique of Ilm al-Kalam (Islamic theology), a
science that emerged within Islamic civilization at the end of the first century and the be-
ginning of the second century of the Hijra. Ilm al-Kalam arose within the context of the
development of various sciences in Islamic civilization, as the movement of civilization
accelerated following the introduction and spread of scientific knowledge. Muslims em-
barked on practicing reflection, reasoning, and contemplation, leading to the emergence of
multiple sciences that varied in significance, time of origin, extent of dissemination, and
acceptance among the elite and the public. Ilm al-Kalam relies on reason, revelation, or a
combination of both to defend religion. It can be said that [lm al-Kalam represents intel-
lectual contemplation of Islamic law, where the philosopher’s perspective originates from
reason, as he seeks to understand in order to believe. In contrast, the theologian starts
from faith, seeking to rationalize his belief. Meanwhile, the Sufi is a believer aspiring to
witness the divine, going beyond that to taste, drink, and be spiritually nourished from
the cup of divine love. Ibn Rushd directed sharp criticism at Ilm al-Kalam, considering it
incapable of leading to intellectual certainty. Instead, it remains confined within the cir-
cle of theological debate, which produces nothing but intellectual conflicts and sectarian
disputes. Ibn Rushd argues that relying on theological debate to establish religious beliefs
undermines the power of rational proof, which he regards as the most reliable path to

truth.

Keywords: (Kalam, Human, Debate, Doctrines, Philosophy).
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