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Formation of cultural identity in virtual space
Dr. Karrar Naser Hreeb

Dr. Maha A. Hamza
Al-Mustansiryah University /College of Arts

Summary

The research discusses how cultural identity is produced in virtual space, which
has become a space for self-expression or reimagining, free from traditional
social and physical constraints. The research also explores the impact of modern
surveillance technologies on shaping identity and guiding behavior, making
virtual space a dual environment: one that grants freedom of expression but
subjects individuals to invisible forms of censorship. Virtual space is no longer
merely a means of expression; it has become a structure that reproduces the
self and subjects it to complex forms of surveillance. In light of this reality, there
is a need to rethink concepts of freedom, identity, and privacy, and to question
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the roles of major digital platforms in guiding human behavior. In addition, it
emphasizes the virtual communicative reality and its role as a vital process for
humanity, used to convey meanings and feelings between individuals. The
research also presents different levels of communication media and how they
impact the transfer of knowledge. In this context, the focus is on cultural
identity, which has been influenced by digital developments, specifically
through virtual space, which constitutes a new dimension of identity.
Keywords: identity, cultural identity, Virtual Identity, Virtual Worlds
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