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Abstract:
The draft protest law included some provisions that constitute ob—
jective violations of the right to freedom of opinion and expres—
sion and the right to peaceful assembly as a tool for exercising the
first right. The draft requires prior permission from the head of the
relevant administrative unit to organize a gathering and exercise
the right to freedom of opinion and expression, which contradicts
General Comment No. 34 and General Comment No. 37 issued by
the United Nations Committee on Human Rights. Human Rights,
which explains that it is better not to require any prior procedure to
exercise the two rights, but if states want to impose any prior con—
dition, it must be limited to the system of informing the authorities
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of the action and not obtaining their permission.

The draft law places a number of restrictions on the right to free—
dom of opinion and expression, including prohibiting anything
that constitutes propaganda for war, terrorist acts, national hatred,
or religious or sectarian racism. It also prohibits everything that
may affect it Defaming religions, sects, sects and beliefs and be—
littling them or their adherents. Although these prohibitions are|
consistent with the restrictions set by the International Covenant
on Civil and Political Rights and take into account the political and
social context of Iraq, they may be used in many ways and by many,|

opinion and expression in Iraq Especially in light of the rampant
corruption and weak independence of the judiciary, in addition to
political interference in all aspects of the state.

The draft law also includes criminal penalties that deprive people|
of freedom, which constitute a violation of Article 19 of the Inter—
national Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, which, according

criminal penalties, whether imprisonment or fines, in cases of the
right to freedom of opinion and expression, and replaces that with
cases of compensation, if applicable. From Muqtada In light of the
observations recorded above about the draft law, especially those|
related to the form and the necessity of not restricting the right
to freedom of opinion and expression by a law designated for this
purpose only, it is necessary for the Iraqi Council of Representa—
tives to amend this draft and withdraw it from circulation and to
emphasize the constitutional guarantee and international obliga—
tions related to this right. .

'Work should also be done to abolish all penal provisions, wheth-

the right to freedom of opinion and expression, which establishes

opinion and expression, and limits the legal effects in such cases to

civil compensation only, in line with what was stated in General

Comment No. 34, which explains how states ratifying the Interna—

tional Covenant are committed to Civil and political rights — in-

cluding Iraq — in Article 19 thereof..

Keywords: freedom of opinion, freedom of expression, civil rights,
civil political rights

official and partisan bodies to undermine the right to freedom of]

to General Comment No. 34 referred to above, prohibits the use of

er in the Penal Code or other laws It sponsors the organization of]

penalties of imprisonment and fines in cases related to freedom of]
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