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Abstract:

This research examines the cultural and educational activities of Jews in Iraq
during the British occupation, highlighting their role in various cultural and
educational fields. The research explains that the Jewish community in Iraq was
one of the oldest Jewish communities in the world and enjoyed significant freedom
under Islamic and Ottoman rule. Jews held important economic and political
positions and contributed to trade, education, and publishing. With the beginning
of the British mandate over Iraq (1920-1932), Zionist activity in the country
increased, benefiting from the presence of a large Jewish community with strong
economic capabilities. Associations with a Zionist character were established, such
as the "lIsraeli Literary Association,” which aimed to promote Hebrew culture and
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Zionist ideas. Jewish schools, such as the "Alliance" schools, played a prominent
role in spreading the Hebrew language and fostering Zionist affiliation among
students. Zionist activities led to the establishment of associations and
organizations in various Iraqi cities, focusing on collecting donations and directing
young people to emigrate to Palestine. Zionist activity also emerged in journalism
through the publication of magazines such as "Al-Misbah,” which promoted
Zionist ideas and sought to strengthen the ties of Iragi Jews with the global Zionist
movement. These activities faced opposition from the Iragi government and local
society, leading to the official restriction of Zionist activities, though they
continued secretly. The research concludes that the cultural and educational
activities of Jews in Iraq during this period were part of a broader project to
strengthen Zionist identity among Iraqi Jews and encourage their migration to
Palestine.

Keywords: (Jews, Education, Mandate, Activity, Culture, British, Palestine)
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