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Abstract

Environmental migration is one of the most pressing and serious issues
threatening countries in the 21st century. It is increasing in the context of
ongoing climate change and the growing frequency of natural disasters. An
environmental migrant is defined as a person who is forced to leave their
original region due to environmental changes that threaten their life or
livelihood, such as droughts, floods, hurricanes, and desertification. Although
this phenomenon is not new, the increasing climate changes have made it more

widespread and dangerous.

Climate change is the primary factor behind environmental migration. The rising
temperatures lead to the melting of polar ice and rising sea levels, threatening
coastal communities. Additionally, prolonged droughts cause water shortages,
pushing farmers and rural populations to seek new places to live. The increasing
frequency and severity of floods and hurricanes force people in both urban and

rural areas to flee their homes.

Environmental migration significantly impacts the economies and communities
in both receiving and sending countries. The countries receiving migrants face
immense pressure on local resources such as water, energy, and housing. This
sudden increase in population may exacerbate social tensions, particularly if
resources are scarce or there are significant cultural differences between the
native populations and the migrants. On the other hand, the sending countries
experience a shortage of labor, a decline in agricultural and economic
production, leading to further developmental challenges, as the affected regions
become unable to adapt or recover from environmental disasters due to the

departure of the workforce and skills.

Governments face significant challenges in addressing the issue of
environmental migration, as they must balance the needs of migrants with
maintaining internal stability. However, many countries lack effective and clear
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policies to deal with this growing phenomenon. In many cases, environmental
migrants are not recognized as refugees under international law, leaving them

without adequate legal protection.

Among the most prominent problems and impacts resulting from environmental
migration are the social effects, which represent one of the main challenges
faced by societies. Environmental migration creates numerous issues that affect

both the migrants and the receiving communities from a social perspective.
keyword: (Climate Change - Environmental Migration - Unemployment —Iraq )
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