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Climate change, forced displacement, and its impact on social

transformations in lraq
M.M. Nuha Hamid Harish Al-Fahdawi
Anbar General Directorate of Education: Maria Coptic School for Girls

Abstract

Climate change and forced displacement are among the most pressing
issues and challenges facing Iraq today, having a significant impact on
social transformations. Iraq is experiencing increasing environmental
challenges due to climate change, such as rising temperatures,
declining water resources, drought, and desertification. These
challenges have led to the degradation of agricultural lands and the
exacerbation of livelihood crises. All of these factors have forced many
residents, especially in rural areas, to migrate to cities in search of
economic opportunities and better living conditions. Forced
displacement in Irag has led to significant social transformations, with
increased pressure on urban infrastructure, rising unemployment and
poverty rates, and contributing to changes in lifestyles and social
relations. Furthermore, this phenomenon has contributed to reshaping
the demographic structure of some regions and increasing external
migration, threatening social and economic stability in Iraq. The study
examined climate change and forced displacement, highlighting their
impact on social transformations in Irag. It revealed that many lIraqi
governorates have been affected by climate change, leading to
population displacement due to drought and water shortages. Dhi Qar
is particularly affected. Basra, Maysan, and Wasit are experiencing
declining water resources, while similar conditions in Nineveh, Anbar,
Diyala, and Kirkuk have exacerbated internal migration issues. Climate
change and drought have displaced approximately 130,788 individuals
(21,798 families) across 12 Iragi governorates by mid-September 2023,
with the greatest impact concentrated in the southern governorates of
Dhi Qar and Maysan. Reports indicate that the number may have
exceeded 140,000 individuals by the end of 2023. Climate change has
also impacted the psychological and mental health of the community,
leading to ongoing environmental disturbances among individuals. It
has also affected women, who have become more vulnerable to the
effects of climate change due to their dependence on resources for daily
life, especially in rural areas. Therefore, these challenges require a
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sustainable development policy to address the effects of climate change
and reduce forced displacement. This issue requires global and local
attention through water resource management, support for the
agricultural sector, and the provision of job opportunities in affected
areas, to address the challenges arising from these environmental and
social transformations.
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