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ABSTRACT

2014, after capturing Mosul, IS troops destroyed the Nebi Yunus mosque and the tomb
of prophet Jonah. Located on the southern citadel of ancient Nineveh, the mosque rose
over the ruins of an Assyrian royal residence, which had remained largely unexplored.
This ancient building called in the royal inscriptions “military palace” (ekal masarti)
had been founded by king Sennacherib and completed by his successors. During two
years until the liberation of the eastern part of Mosul, IS henchmen dug a complex net-
work of tunnels and looted the palace core including the throne-hall and some adjacent
rooms. Together with their Iraqi colleagues a team of researchers from the University of
Heidelberg was able to examine the network of looting tunnels and carry out preliminary
excavations. During the reported seasons 2018 and 2019 the tunnels have been surveyed,
photographed and scanned. The collected data allowed to reconstruct a precise plan of
the throne-room wing and to create 3D models. In the investigated area a lot of inscribed
brick were found, mostly from the reign of Sennacherib. The walls of the main rooms were
covered with gypsum panels bearing short royal inscriptions on their back sides. Except
of winged bulls arranged in pairs at the main entrances they were undecorated. The
decoration of the walls consisted originally of glazed bricks with patterns of rosettes and
strips, but also of figural motives. During the 2019 campaign a small treasury room was
excavated in the north of the throne-room containing remains of the Egyptian artefacts
brought to Ninive as booty or tribute by Esarhaddon or Ashurbanipal.
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