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Abstract

This research, entitled “The Term (Laysa bi’l-Qawiy) According to Imam Yahya ibn Ma‘in: A Critical
and Applied Study,” examines the significance of this expression in the context of the most renowned hadith
critics from the early Islamic era. It highlights Imam Yahya ibn Ma‘in’s efforts in evaluating narrators. The
study begins by introducing Imam Ibn Ma‘in and his contributions to ‘ilm al-rijal (the study of narrators) and
hadith criticism. It then clarifies the meaning of the term “laysa bi’l-qawiy” among hadith scholars and
compares how leading critics employed this phrase. The research proceeds to survey Ibn Ma‘in’s statements
regarding thirty-one narrators (31) to whom he applied “laysa bi’l-qawiy,” distinguishing those who received
this term alone from those whose description was coupled with phrases of either commendation or stronger
disapproval. The findings indicate that “laysa bi’l-qawiy” in Ibn Ma‘in’s usage demotes a narrator from the
level of full reliability but does not place him among those completely rejected; rather, such narrators may
be considered acceptable if corroborated by stronger authorities, or if they do not conflict with more reliable
narrators. The study concludes with a summary of its key outcomes and recommendations, underscoring Ibn
Ma‘in’s precision in evaluating transmitters, as he agreed with the majority view of other critics regarding
twenty-four (24) out of the thirty-one (31) narrators discussed

KeywordsIbn Ma‘in — Laysa bi’1-Qawiy — Al-Jarh wa’l-Ta"dil — Hadith criticism — Terminology of criticism.
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