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those interested in the role of media in
conflict and crisis situations. It is also a
major focus« indeed a practical laboratory:«
for regional and international NGOs:
public institutions« and civil society leaders
seeking lasting solutions that allow local
populations to live in peace and meet the
challenge of development—solutions to
significantly..
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Abstract

The media is a double-edged
sword« as it can be an instrument for both
destructive and constructive strategies«
especially in societies undergoing change:
destabilized by conflict¢ or undergoing a
phase of political liberalization. History
provides us with numerous examples
demonstrating the ability of journalists:
from behind the shelters of their
microphones or pens¢< to incite hatred¢
provoke violent ~mass  movements:s
willingly manipulate information to serve
strategies that provoke war« reinforce anti-
democratic reactions¢ and create the roots
of deep divisions within society« more or
less consciously or pervertedly. Journalists
have often contributed to taking the first
step towards democracy: restoring peace in
troubled regions« establishing respect and
political dialogue between forces¢ and
transforming yesterday's combatants into
negotiators in the reconciliation process. It
is undeniable that the media has the
capacity to increase and decrease tensions
within countries in crisisc and Central
Africa is the region where these media
dynamics can best be enhanced. On the
other hand« Burundi« part of the Central
African Republic¢ experienced a civil war
that lasted for nearly 12 years. The media
played a significant role in fueling
conflicts within the country by sowing
discord within ethnic groups¢ while at
times acting neutrally« calling for dialogue
and tolerance. The media has experienced
unprecedented growth in the country« with
several newspapers and radio stations
appearing since the beginning of the civil
war in 1993. Media outlets have always
been a state monopoly. For these reasons:
the Central African Republic< and Burundi
in particular¢ is a rich field of study for



