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The research sheds light on the Greek god Zeus in the policy, beliefs and ideas of the
Seleucid king Antiochus IV (175-164 BC), who was considered the last powerful king
of the Seleucid state, and the one who revived it before it entered the stage of weakness
and family conflict. This king restored the god Zeus on the coins of the Seleucid state,
and imposed his worship on the Jews of Palestine, in an attempt to gather his subjects of
various nationalities and religions under his banner, as he imitated other local gods.
The study consisted of the following axes: the first of them is entitled (Who is Zeus),
while the second is about (The policy of King Antiochus V), and the third is entitled
(Zeus on the coins of King Antiochus 1V), detailing its types and characteristics, while
the fourth is entitled (Zeus and the Jews in Palestine), and the last axis is (Antiochus IV
resembles Zeus) with an appendix of important figures and images for the study of the
research.

It seems that Antiochus IV's interest was not limited to the god Zeus, but he was
interested in other gods. This king's adoption of Zeus was nothing but an attempt to
restore the reputation and status of the Seleucid state to its days of power at the time of
its founder, King Seleucus I. He also tried hard to gather his subjects under the umbrella
of the worship of the god Zeus in an attempt to unify them, as the latter imitated in his
qualities the local gods of the peoples under his rule. Imposing his worship on the Jews
of Jerusalem and Samaria came for political and economic reasons in the first place. The
interest in Zeus and placing his images on his coins was interpreted as an attempt by
King Antiochus IV to link himself to the founder Seleucus I, especially since he was
considered a usurper of the Seleucid throne from his young nephew, the son of the
previous king, Seleucus IV. His patronage of Zeus came after his successful attempts
and victories over the Ptolemies, and Zeus is the supporter of the victory of kings.
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