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. ~ Abstract o
Punitive damage is a legal penalty imposed on individuals
who commit intentional wrongdoing, i.e.” one associated with bad
intention or negligence often exaggerated in its valuation, which is
added to the compensatory damages intended to rectify the harm.
The primary purpose of” punitive damages is to punish the
responsible “party and deter future misconduct; thus, it is also
referred to as deterrent. compensation. Punitive damages are a
special kind of restitution that requires a_legal provision to
implement. Lawmakers' ﬁerspectl\_/es on punitive penalties differ
greatly. Jurisdictions such as English, American, and Canadian law
recognize and apply punitive damages, while others, including
French and Iraqi law, do not endorse this concept. The latter view
argues that punitive damages conflate civil liability, which aims to
compensate for harm and restore the status quo, with criminal
liability, which seeks to punish the offender and achieve both
eneral and specific deterrence, Furthermore, punitive damages
iffer from traditional compensatory damages in their objectives;
traditional compensation seeks to ‘remedy the damage incurred
while punitive damages, as indicated, focus on punishment and
deterrence. Since, traditional compensation is based on_the harm
itself, as compensation is intrinsically related to the existence of
damagfe. In contrast, the foundation for punitive damages lies in the
wrongful act or misconduct. Additionally, punitive damage has
specific conditions and criteria that distinguish it from traditional
compensation. Not all legal systems have reached a consensus on
the acceptance of punitive damagles. Legal systems adhering to the
Anglo-Saxon tradition have adopted this typé of compensation and
an ied it in numerous judicial decisions. Conversely, legal systems
aligned with the Latin tradition are cautious about punitive damages,
as they do not explicitly provide for or implement them in their
courts. Consequently, this disparity in legislative positions and the
legal treatment of punitive damages are to be elucidated within the
laws that have embraced this concept.
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