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Abstract

Heritage represents the living memory of the individual and society and has great importance
in all ages. It is one of the most sublime creations left behind by humanity in the past. Peoples
take pride in their past, and countries take pride in their civilization and glories. Therefore,
preserving heritage is of great importance to preserve history and accurately transmit its
events. The Antiquities and Heritage Law is considered one of the special and important laws
that aims to protect the cultural heritage of the Iraqi state, which follows the approach of
international agreements to protect antiquities and world heritage. Archaeological sites and
neighborhoods are a scientific heritage that represents the cultural identity of nations and
peoples. They are directly linked to the emergence and progress of any civilization throughout
the ages and must be legally protected. Iragi legislation has established legal protection for
heritage. The Iraqi legislator uses the term heritage materials to express objects of an artistic
or historical nature, and subject them to a specific period of time in accordance with the
provisions of international law and international agreements. We find that specialized
international organizations have paid extensive attention to Iragi antiquities and heritage,
including UNESCO. International agreements have also been important in protecting Iraqi
antiquities and heritage, especially after the occupation of Iraqg in 2003 by American forces and
their allied forces, and in 2014 after the terrorist organization I1SIS occupied the city of Mosul,
as lrag's antiquities were subjected to theft, looting and vandalism.
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