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ABSTRACT

Owl is considered one of the familiar raptors in the environment of Mesopotamia and
to the present time. It rarely appears in the daytime as it is active at night. The cuneiform
texts have indicated the exisience of owls since the Sumerian period, but its figure was not
implemented on the artistic scenes until the ancient Babylonian era. The research deals
with owls in cuneiform texts and technical evidences including the environment and an-
atomical features of owls. The research is divided into two axes. The first axis deals with
the existence of owls in cuneiform texts, in addition to several paragraphs about naming,
its association with the goddess, analogy, literary writings, and evil spirits. While the
second axis deals with owls in artistic scenes. The research also includes conclusions,
sources and images.
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