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Abstract :

This study shows the inclination of literature tasters in Najaf city
through Shaikh Abdulmahdi Mattar's poem. This poem named (The
golden gate) was read at Imam Ali holy shrine while opening the new
golden gate in 1952. This poem became an icon referring to Imam Ali
holy shrine in Najaf city as its implications were not forgotten by the
people there. When we examin the poetic implications contained in the
literary text, we figure out that it did not depart from the historical
glimpses of the usual biography of Imam Ali. So, why did the citizens
pay it their attention as if it is a new genre never highlighted by the
authors before?

As long as this poem was read in a an occasion, the listener was
expecting to hear from the poet a specific content or implication which
goes hand in hand with occasion. On the contrary, the poet surprised the
people by different content. So, why did he make this difference? Why it
was admired by the people? These questions are the problem of the
research and this research will try to provide the answers for them. The
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researcher put some answers to solve this issue by a critical approach that
Is capable of dismantling the content structures. The researcher chose the
cultural criticism that is at the top of means and methods which give
complete freedom to explore these hidden meanings in the surface
meanings.
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