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Abictrac

The city of Erbil had a major military role in the various Islamic
eras, especially in the Middle Ages. The city of Erbil was mentioned in
Islamic and Arab sources in the form of (Arbil), including the book Al-
Ibar by Ibn Khaldun (732-808 AH / 1332-1406 AD), who spent most of
his life in the 8th century AH / 14th century AD. He was famous for his
extensive political and military experience, and perhaps this is why most
of what Ibn Khaldun mentioned about the city of Erbil was related to the
political and military aspects more than other aspects, but in this study the
focus will be on the military aspect only. The careful examiner of the
word (Erbil) will see that it appears more than 100 times in the Book of
Lessons. 1bn Khaldun spent about four centuries mentioning the political
and military events that this city went through, pointing out that the oldest
event mentioned dates back to the year (254 AH/868 AD), during the
conflict between the Khawarij and the governor of Mosul at that time,
this conflict whose danger extended to the outskirts of the city of Erbil
(1), while the last mention of Erbil in the Book of Lessons was among the
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events of the year (657 AH/1260 AD) when Hulagu occupied the city, but

most of the important events mentioned by Ibn Khaldun about the history
of the city can be confined to the centuries (6-7 AH/12-13 AD).
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