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  Abstract:- 
The era of Imam al-Hadi (AS) 

was a significant and pivotal period 
in the history of the Shia. During this 
time, various theological and 
ideological groups raised diverse 
doubts about Shia beliefs, leading to 
confusion among the believers. In 
this context, the severe repression 
and the practical and public 
surveillance by the Abbasid 
Caliphate made communication 
between the Shia and the Imam 
extremely difficult, generally 
conducted secretly and through 
correspondence. This study aims to 
answer the question: What were the 
strategies of Imam al-Hadi (AS) 
concerning the two major theological 
groups of that time, namely the 
Ghulat and the Mu'tazila? Based on a 
descriptive and analytical approach 
and relying on early library sources 
and primary references, we conclude 
that Imam al-Hadi (AS) was able to 
establish a strong link with his 
followers and clarify the line of 
Imamate in relation to other deviant 
thoughts. He clarified the divine, 
political, and religious aspects of 
Imamate during his encounters with 
the Ghulat and the Mu'tazila, and 
articulated Shia teachings in response 
to the intellectual currents of his 
time. These efforts led to the 
strengthening of the Shia's 
intellectual and doctrinal foundation 
and the failure of various ideological 
and theological groups in 
undermining Shia beliefs. 

Key words: Imam al-Hadi (Peace be 
upon him) , Mu'tazila , Ghulat , Shia , 
Enlightenment. 
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