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Abstract:-

The era of Imam Al al-Hadi spans from
829 CE to 868 CE, a period marked by
significant political developments and crucial
cultural transformations. Imam al-Hadi lived
through much of the Samarra phase of the
second Abbasid period, characterized by
Turkish officers' growing influence and
dominance over the governance and military
leadership. Their control was so extensive that
they dictated political life, greatly diminishing
the authority of the Abbasid caliphs. Some
caliphs became mere puppets in their hands,
leading to a substantial decline in central
governance. This decline allowed rulers in
distant provinces to gain autonomy, pushing
towards establishing independent or semi-
independent political entities both in the east
and west.

During this time, several revolts
erupted, the most significant being the Zanj
Rebellion in southern Iraq, particularly in the
marshlands and wetlands, leading to the fall
of Basra. This rebellion lasted for about
fifteen years. Additionally, the Alawite
uprisings were notable, driven by the intense
persecution and systematic extermination
policies they faced. Despite these challenges,
they established a strong state in northern
Iran, known as the Zaydi state.

Islamic society was composed of
diverse elements in this historical context,
often leading to cultural contradictions.
From the year 220 AH, the Abbasid caliph
al-Mu'tasim introduced Turkish elements
into the military, expelling Arab elements,
thereby transforming the military institution
into exclusively Turkish. Consequently, the
capital, Samarra, became famously known
as "al-Askar" (the military).

One can imagine the presence of
camps housing Turks with approximately a
quarter of a million soldiers and one
hundred and sixty thousand warhorses.

Key words: Imam Ali al-Hadi, political
developments, cultural developments, al-
Mu'tasim the Abbasid, Turkish element,
Alawite revolts.
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