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Abstract

The civilizational renaissance in Egypt and the Levant reached its
peak in the Mamluk era, as the Mamluk state institutions witnessed a
remarkable development, in addition to a remarkable development and
prosperity in the scientific and intellectual movement. Many scientific
families emerged whose sons contributed to aspects of life and enriched
science and administration with honorable contributions that history has
witnessed. The Alam al-Din al-Ikhna’i family was one of these families
whose sons played a clear role in administrative and scientific life in the
eighth century AH / fourteenth century AD through their various
activities thanks to their administrative and scientific talents. They
assumed many administrative positions in the state, in addition to their
role in enriching Islamic civilization with their scientific contributions,
especially religious sciences. The research is an attempt to shed light on
those contributions through what historical sources have mentioned of
biographies of members of this family.
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The study demonstrated the significant role of members of this
family through their assumption of many high-ranking positions in the
state, especially those related to religious functions, foremost among
which was the elimination of the Maliki school of thought. Although the
religious knowledge of Ikhna'i was based on the Shafi'i school of thought,
we find that his sons and grandsons embraced the Maliki school of
thought after him. Although historical sources do not mention the reason
for this shift, we attribute this to the fact that the relative scarcity of
Maliki scholars in Shafi'i, especially in Egypt, was an important factor in
reducing the level of competition and appointment in favor of Maliki
judges, which enabled them to retain their position for a long time.
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