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Abstract:

Afghanistan enjoys a strategic geographical location in Central Asia and possesses
several important geographical assets, particularly its location. In addition, it has
untapped mineral resources and serves as the nearest gateway to South Asian markets.
Therefore, Afghanistan ranks high on the list of regional and international interests.
Several regional and international powers—such as Russia, China, and Iran—have
sought to fill the vacuum left by the United States following its withdrawal from
Afghanistan in May 2022. This withdrawal had local, regional, and international
implications, especially for Afghanistan’s neighboring countries.

China has expressed its willingness to engage with the new government in order to
establish a foothold in Afghanistan, allowing it to safeguard its interests and strengthen
its influence in the country. This could potentially turn Afghanistan into an arena for
international and regional rivalry. Instability and unrest in Afghanistan would mean that
China risks losing a vital segment of the Silk Road, as well as suffering losses to its
companies operating in the country. It is essential for Afghanistan to work jointly with
its neighboring countries in general, and to cooperate with China in particular, by

building broad strategic relations across various political, security, and economic fields.
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