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Germany had no colonies in Africa until the Berlin Conference. German ambitions
turned towards the African continent, especially after the Industrial Revolution that
flourished in Germany at that time. Traders, missionaries, and explorers played a major
role in the move to Africa, where two German colonies were established there:
Tanganyika and Namibia. These regions were exploited and their resources plundered
until the end of World War |, when Germany was forced to abandon its colonies after

the end of World War I.

Keywords: German colonies, defeat of Germany, World War 1, liquidation of German
colonialism, Treaty of Versailles, division of colonies, international mandate system
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