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Abstract: On the complex international scene, small states have
emerged as unique themes of international law that have challenged
traditional concepts of sovereignty and state power. Despite their limited
geographic and demographic scales, such states have been able to
carve significant roles in the international legal system. Nowadays, they
comprise the majority of member states of the United Nations.
International public law necessitates continuously updating its contents
and emergencies, specifically its unique subjects. Therefore, this paper
focuses on the legal entities that exist in the contemporary international
arena. Compared to other traditional states, the size of these entities is
usually very limited demographically and/or geographically. However,
there is no precise legal criterion to determine the shape or size of such
entities. Each of them varies according to the historical and political
circumstances and justifications for their establishment. Nevertheless,
despite their meagre human and material potential due to their small
land, small population, scarce resources and limited political influence,
they are independent sovereign states with full legal personality by de
jure under international law, with unique features and characteristics
that retain sovereign rights and obligations equally to any other state
larger and more powerful. There are certain problematic issues related

to these entities in terms of their concept, identifying their criteria, legal
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characterization, clarifying the contours of their sovereignty and legal
recognition, determining their status in the framework of international
law and relations, interacting within the prevailing international situation
(the impact and vulnerability), challenging the obstacles they face in the
international legal regime and the extent to which they can be
overcome. This paper attempts to examine all this by diagnosing their
strengths and weaknesses and highlighting that, to maintain their
security and stability, they play vital and growing roles in applying and

evolving the rules of public international law.

Keywords: Legal Status, Small-States, Sovereignty, Recognition, The

Role in International Law and Relations.
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International Court of Justice, Written Statement of Liechtenstein: Written Pleading Case (")
186 - Legal Consequences arising from the Policies and Practices of Israel in the Occupied
Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem. Mon, 07/24/2023, Document File No. 186-
20230724-wri-05-00-en.pdf, online available at <https://www.icj-

cij.org/index.php/node/203565> accessed 10.11.2024.

@ Monaco Gouvernement Princier: Direction des Affaires Juridiques, Legimonaco
Legislation and Jurisprudence of Monaco,Treaty signed to settle the situation with the
communes of Menton and Roquebrune Paris, 2 February 1861, online:
<https://en.gouv.mc/Policy-Practice/Monaco-Worldwide/Agreements-and-Treaties/Treaties-
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() New Zealand’s United Nations Handbook, “A Comprehensive Guide To The UN System
And How It Works,” Summary of all UN Organizations. See New Zealand Ministry of
Foreign Affairs & Trade, “United Nations Handbook 2013 — 2014,” available at
<https://www.wheelersbooks.co.nz/product/United-Nations-Handbook-20132014/469898>
accessed 20.12.2024.
@ Andrea O Suilleabhain, op. cit., at 1-2.
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See also: The International Peace Institute: The Global Observatory, Small States, Boosted
by International Law, Provide Necessary Voice on UN Security Council, April 16, 2019,
available at <https://www.ipinst.org/2019/04/small-states-international-law-and-un-security-
council#5> accessed 12.12.2024.
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M Andrea O Suilleabhain, op. cit., at 1 and )1; see also Stephen M. Schwebel, Mini-States
and a More Effective United Nations, Cambridge University Press: 28 March 2017, online:
<https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/american-journal-of-international -
law/article/abs/ministates-and-a-more-effective-united-
nations/1B8646457C40426A74806A8486787D7F#access-block> accessed 10.10.2024.
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