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Clifford Geertz's theory of mental behavior
Dr. Amer Lutfi Abdul Karim Shuwaikh
Open Educational College
Abstract

Clifford Geertz positioned interpretive anthropology as a natural
science, based on the "external theory of the mind." Observing the use
of words and cultural symbols determines the meaning of writing and
patterns, and intervenes in every perceived thing or record that we

perceive or determine. We perceive not only what is perceived, but what
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is perceived "by," "through," or "through." But the things and events that
we perceive or are perceived by,lt is already symbolic from the
beginning. Words and other symbolic things express thoughts and
emotions, generate and renew them. Without words and symbols, or
before them, there is only a general, diffuse, and continuous flow of
bodily sensation. This article criticizes these theses in the light of the
philosophy of mind and the phenomenology of perception. In this
research, we will return to Geertz's original statement and highlight the
epistemology it includes. What is Geertz's behavioral theory of mind?
How did he understand symbols and their images? Did he really show
how they can be observed experimentally? We will demonstrate the
shortcomings of his conception of symbols and his conception of how
they are perceived. We will argue that observing the use of symbols is
not equivalent to understanding their meaning. We will demonstrate the
limits of the cultural construction of emotions. We will argue that
individuals create 'private myths." We will analyze more precisely how
symbols are understood by multiple individuals in a culture.

Keywords: theory, external behavior, mind
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