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Abstract

The specific term (al-Khass) refers to a word that denotes a single
entity, or what indicates a specific plurality. Specificity (al-Khusus)
means that the word applies to only part of what it could potentially
denote, not to all of it. The general term (al-‘Amm) refers to a word that
encompasses everything it is suitable to denote, and generality (al-
‘Umum) means that the word covers everything it can denote.The modes
of expression in terms of generality and specificity are divided into four
categories:

A general statement intended to be general.

A specific statement intended to be specific.

A general statement intended to be specific.

A specific statement intended to be general.

The first three are agreed upon, while the fourth is disputed.
Additionally, a specific term may be intended to be general unless there is
external evidence from outside the text that limits its generality.
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