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Abstract

Avoiding major sins is of utmost importance for every Muslim who
believes in Allah and the Last Day, in order to be deserving of
forgiveness and divine approval: 'If you avoid the major sins which you
are forbidden, We will remove from you your minor sins and admit you
to a noble entrance' (An-Nisa: 31). Major sins are transgressions that
require sincere repentance and a genuine return to Allah, the Exalted:
‘The one who repents from sin is like one who has no sin' (Ibn Majah
4250). Imam Al-Dhahabi authored a book on major sins, listing seventy-
six of them, and provided detailed explanations, warning of their dangers
and urging their avoidance. Sa'id ibn Jubayr reported that a man asked
Ibn Abbas (may Allah be pleased with him) about the major sins: 'Are
they seven?' He replied: 'They are closer to seven hundred, but there is no
major sin if one seeks forgiveness, and no minor sin if one persists in it.'
Ibn Qayyim al-Jawziyyah elaborated on the topic of major sins in his
book "Madarij as-Salikin Bayna Manazil lyyaka Na'budu wa lyyaka
Nasta'in" (The Stations of the Seekers Between the Levels of "You Alone
We Worship and You Alone We Ask for Help™). He affirmed the general
view that sins are divided into minor and major, and that the lamam refers
to what is less than major sins: 'Those who avoid the major sins and
immoralities, except for minor sins' (An-Najm: 32). Moreover, a major
sin might be accompanied by such feelings of shame, fear, and reverence
that it is reduced to the level of minor sins. Conversely, a minor sin might
be associated with a lack of shame, disregard, and indifference, making it
akin to major sins, even elevating it to their highest ranks. This ultimately
depends on the level of faith, piety, sincerity, and honesty with Allah
present in the heart. Due to the importance of this subject and its
implications, | have explored its various aspects. The first section
discusses sins and their types, presenting the scholars' views on minor
and major sins, especially the term lamam and the exception in blood
money. In the second section, | have discussed the different scholarly
opinions on major sins. The third section covers various issues related to
major sins, supported by religious evidence.

Keywords: Major sins - Society - Islamic law

Major sins: are any sin for which there is a punishment in this world
or a threat in the afterlife or a threat of denying faith or cursing or
disavowal or not from us

Society: is a group of people that form a semi-closed system and that
forms a network of relationships between people

Islamic law: is a set of religious laws that form part of Islamic
traditions and are derived from the religious teachings of Islam and are
based on the sacred sources of Islam.
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Keywords
Major sins - Society - Islamic law

Major sins: are any sin for which there is a punishment in this world or a
threat in the afterlife or a threat of denying faith or cursing or disavowal
or not from us

Society: is a group of people that form a semi-closed system and that
forms a network of relationships between people

Islamic law: is a set of religious laws that form part of Islamic traditions
and are derived from the religious teachings of Islam and are based on the
sacred sources of Islam
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Research Summary

Through this study, the following results can be observed:

1-

2-

Sins are of two types: minor and major, according to the text of the
Qur’an, Sunnah, consensus, and consideration.

What was narrated from some scholars that all sins are major sins,
what was meant was that they were in relation to the greatness of the
one who disobeyed them, and that the matter was verbal and did not
refer to the meaning, and what was meant was not that they were
equal in sin.

As for the exception in the verse “except the lamama,” the majority
said that it is discontinuous and not continuous, so the entire
meaning falls within the understanding of the lamama. Some have
said that the meaning is that he commits a major sin once, then
repents from it, commits it and then stops doing it, without an
animal taking it. Thus, the meaning is that understanding does not
occur and major sins do not occur except as a result.

The more correct of the two narrations on the authority of lbn Abbas
(may God be pleased with him) is that minor sins are less than major
sins, and this is the doctrine of the majority of scholars.

Jarir al-Tabari narrated on the authority of 1bn Abbas (may God be
pleased with him), who said: “Major sins are every sin that God
sealed with fire, curse, anger, or punishment.” This was narrated on
the authority of Ali bin Abi Talha, al-Dahhak, and other
predecessors.

Al-Hafiz al-Dhahabi counted seventy-six major sins in his book, Al-
Kabir, and narrated on the authority of Ibn Abbas that it is closer to
seven hundred. Many different sayings were narrated from the
Companions and Followers regarding the number of major sins.
There are conditions and qualities in which the big is small and vice
versa, and this is something that is due to what is in the heart.
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