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Abstract

The prohibition against hair extensions is mentioned in numerous
hadiths, and two reasons are cited within these hadiths for this prohibition:
deception (tadlis) and altering Allah’s creation. Different groups of
scholars have upheld each of these reasons. The hadith perspective is the
ultimate authority in this difference of opinion since both reasons are
explicitly mentioned. The more reliably transmitted reason is given
precedence. It appears that the reasoning for prohibiting hair extensions as
altering Allah’s creation is not reliably transmitted. Additionally, this
reasoning is problematic because hair extensions do not, in essence, alter
Allah’s creation. Nothing in Allah’s creation is actually changed; rather,
something is added. This addition is neither permanent nor long-lasting, as
it can be removed at any time.The reasoning of deception and falsification
is well-established, and the correct view is to elevate it, as it is reported in
Sahih al-Bukhari from the narration of Muawiyah (may Allah be pleased
with him).

It seems that those who reasoned that hair extensions alter Allah’s
creation intended that it changes the appearance, not the essence of
creation. The alteration of Allah’s creation can be categorized into three
types: Altering the essence of Allah’s creation by removing it or changing
its color, such as tattooing, teeth filing, and plucking eyebrows—this is the
most severe category. Altering the appearance of Allah’s creation by
adding something to it, such as hair or nail extensions. Altering the
appearance through coating or dyeing, such as dyeing skin or hair. These
last two categories are considered alterations due to their involvement in a
form of change.

The general hadiths prohibiting hair extensions are restricted by other
clarifying texts. The prohibition of hair extensions mentioned in these
hadiths refers to cases involving deception and falsification, which is also
the case in most instances. From a jurisprudential perspective, if the reason
of deception is preferred, it implies that if hair extensions are used in a way
that does not involve deception or if the person using them is not falsely
claiming something they do not have, it would not be prohibited. This
includes cases where a woman uses extensions with her husband’s
permission or in the presence of other women who are aware of it.
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