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Women)s political participation in the 2021 parliamentary

elections
Analysis of the legal framework in Iraq

Prof. Dr. Asmaa Jameel Rasheed

Women>s Studies center / University of Baghdad

I

Abstract:

n December 2019, the Iraqi Parliament approved a new election law, which

includes moving from a proportional representation system that achieves
greater representation of women to a majority system that relies on small
and medium electoral constituencies instead of large constituencies at the
governorate level, and making nomination individual, and the one with the
highest votes is the one who He wins the parliamentary seat, not the votes
obtained by the bloc or the list.

The electoral law effectively affects the representation of women, and its ele-

ments represent important variables that can improve or limit women’s
opportunities for participation in elected councils. Therefore, there is a
need to conduct a review of the House of Representatives Elections Law
No. 9 of 2020 and evaluate its components from a gender perspective to
know what opportunities it may provide and what challenges it poses to
the representation of women in the House of Representatives.

The current study provides an analysis of the basic variables associated with

the election law that can affect womenys representation and how multiple
electoral districts and individual candidacy can be used to expand women»s
political participation.

Keywords: women»s political participation, election law, quota, multiple con-

stituencies, individual nomination.
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