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Abstract
Prolongation has been a stylistic approach adopted by most poets of
the 20th century, driven by various motivations and justifications.

This research aims to explore the concept of Prolongation in poetry,
tracing its roots in classical Arabic poetry. It investigates whether
classical poets embraced Prolongation in their compositions to the
same extent as poets since the beginning of the 20th century.

If Prolongation has emerged as a distinct poetic phenomenon, what
were its initial causes? To address this, the study examines a practical
example of Prolongation in poetry, selecting the poet Ibrahim Naji—
one of the prominent figures of the Apollo school, known for
innovating the traditional structure of Arabic poetry. The research
analyzes his poem Al-Atlal, focusing on its architectural structure
characterized by Prolongation and extended poetic expression.

The study explores how Naji extended the poem without causing
reader fatigue and what techniques he employed to sustain
engagement. Ultimately, the research concludes that the poem gained
literary and artistic acceptance, as evidenced by the Egyptian singer

Umm Kulthum’s selection of some of its verses for her musical
performance. This demonstrates that the poem was well-received both
artistically and among the general audience even before Umm

Kulthum adapted it into a song.
Keywords: Length, Modern Arabic Poetry, Al-Atlal Poem, Artistic
Structure.
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