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The Problems of Slums Inside and Around Cities in Iraq
Adel Abdul Hussein Abdul Rammahi
Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific Research

Cad

University of Kufa / College of Arts
Department of Geography / Postgraduate Studies
Prepared by PhD Student

Abstract

The phenomenon of informal housing is one of the most pressing
issues affecting most cities today, and solving it has become
increasingly difficult over time. This issue has created serious
obstacles to the development process and poses significant threats to
urban life in economic, social, environmental, architectural, and
cultural aspects.
Informal settlements result in unregulated neighborhoods that lack
official recognition and are characterized by high population density,

lack of security, deteriorating services, widespread diseases, and
social behavioral deviations. Their negative impacts extend to both the
environment and society, as they are often overlooked by urban

planners and government institutions. These settlements are not

necessarily old; they also emerge in newly developed areas but suffer

from poor planning.

This phenomenon is a global crisis, not just an Iragi one. Many Arab

and international countries have suffered from informal settlements,

with their spread beginning after World War I1. They remain a S,
persistent issue, particularly in developing and third-world countries.

Many nations have made serious efforts to address this problem T
through various local, regional, and global initiatives, yet a definitive
solution has not been found.

To effectively tackle this issue, Irag—represented by the Central

Planning Authority and other governmental institutions—must take

I T
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bold and organized steps to control and ultimately eradicate informal
settlements. Transforming Iraq into a well-planned, technologically
advanced country with a strong economy is essential for improving
various sectors, including education, healthcare, public services,
entertainment, and urban development. Sustainable development must
be prioritized to ensure Irag's progress in line with other developing
and advanced nations.

Keywords: Informal Settlements, Urban Planning, Sustainable
Development, Irag, Urban Issues.
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