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The Political System and Its Relationship to Religion in
Islamic Political Thought

Yahya Matar Mahdi

Kufa Studies Center / University of Kufa

—oio—
Abstract
The concept of the "political governance system™ in Islam is not a
fixed religious notion or a sacred revelation that cannot be changed,

like creed, Sharia, and ethics. Instead, it is a human construct and an
intellectual creation. The Islamic nature of a political system derives
from its effectiveness in achieving the fixed Islamic objectives. There
is a distinction between the Islamic political system, the reference it
relies on, and the objectives it seeks to achieve. The political system is
civil, human-made, evolving, and adaptable. The reference consists of
religious principles and political guidelines, while the objectives
represent the mission and goals the system aims to fulfill.

For instance, the principle of Shura (consultation) can be realized
through the traditional Ahl al-Hall wa al-Aqd system or the modern
parliamentary system. Similarly, the principle of unity can be
implemented through the historical Islamic Caliphate or the modern
federal system. This highlights the organic connection between Islam
and governance, where Islam serves as the reference and source of
legitimacy for the ruling system. Although there are no explicit
Quranic verses that directly address governance and authority, this
relationship remains undeniable in Islamic political thought.

Keywords: Islam, governance system, Islamic political
thought.
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