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Glottalization in Arabic Dialects from the Perspective of the
Orientalist Enno Littmann

ABSTRACT

This study aims to explore the phonetic impact of the glottal stop (hamza) in
Arabic dialects. Investigating Arabic dialects necessitates an examination of
the views of early Arab linguists regarding the hamza and its role in dialectal
variations on the one hand, and an analysis of the perspectives of the
Orientalist Enno Littmann on the same phenomenon on the other. It is worth
noting that the opinions of Qrientalists concerning the Arabic language and its
dialects often diverge from those of early Arab scholars, particularly in
phonetic studies and the origins of certain sounds, which Orientalists attribute

to Semitic languages.
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