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The intellectual security strategy to confront terrorism and
extremism and its impact on human security in the Arab-
African depth

Somalia case study
Abdulkadir Guulane

Abstract

his study deals with the topic of “Intellectual Security Strategy to Counter Ex-

tremism, Extremism, Violence and Terrorism in the Arab-African Strategic
Depth,” by focusing on the study of the case of Somalia in the period between
1991-2023 AD, which has influential extensions in this depth. The importance of
this study comes in its treatment of the phenomenon Extremism and terrorism in
Somalia have taken on deep-seated dimensions and forms, and have eluded stud-
ies and research, especially the absence of policies and strategies that could lead
to finding opportunities for a solution. Accordingly, the study aimed to identify the
reasons that contributed to the spread of terrorism and extremism and its move-
ments, such as the emergence of an extremist movement. Such as the «Mujahideen
Youthy, and its connection to the lobby of similar movements in the Arab depths
in general and the Arab-African region in particular, despite the fact that the Arab
society, of which Somalia is considered one, is distinguished by a society whose
people enjoy civil peace and cultural homogeneity, and the Somali situation is more
special in that it is distinguished by the unity of religion and language, as it seeks.
The study also aims, in general, to shed light on intellectual security in accordance
with an integrated vision and awareness of the requirements of the current stage to
confront extremism, fanaticism, and terrorism by developing a strategy for intel-
lectual security in Somalia, which can be applied to similar Arab cases. The prob-
lem of the study revolves around the penetration of terrorist and extremist move-
ments, their control over Somalia, and their communication and interference with
the movements of the Arab-African depth and even the global world, which led to
the spread and rooting of terrorism and extremism, both vertically and horizontally,
and then the spread and adoption of extremist and terrorist thought among Somali
society and some of the neighboring Arab and African countries, all This is in the
context of the connection with Al-Qaeda. This leads us to ask the following ques-
tion: To what extent can an intellectual security strategy be developed to confront
extremism and terrorism in Somalia and its Afro-Arab extensions? The researcher
relied on the historical, descriptive, analytical and case study method (Somalia and
the Arab-African depth) and used tools such as observation and interviews as a field
study. The study concluded that it is necessary to adopt a strategy for intellectual se-
curity that works to address the roots of extremist and terrorist ideology in Somalia,
especially that adopted by the Al-Shabaab Mujahideen movement among Somali
society and its Arab and African neighborhood.
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