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The Formation and Transformations of Violence Against the
Shabak in Iraq: A Philosophical Study

ABSTRACT

This study seeks to examine the phenomenon of violence against the
Shabak community through a philosophical lens. The analysis begins by
exploring the origins of violence, specifically cultural violence, before the
Baath regime. It then investigates the transformations of this violence into
structural violence during the Baath regime, culminating in the emergence of
direct violence post-2003. This latter phase was characterized by terrorist
attacks targeting the Shabak based on their beliefs, leading to a range of
atrocities, including forced displacement, genocide, cultural genocide,
abduction, murder, and captivity.The study addresses a topic that has received
limited scholarly attention. It focuses on a national minority unique to Iraq,
primarily concentrated in the Mosul Governorate in northern Irag. Employing
a descriptive and analytical methodology grounded in philosophical inquiry,
the research examines the historical context and nature of the violence endured

by the Shabak community.
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