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The two-ministerial system in the era of Buyid and Seljuk
domination over the Abbasid Caliphate
(a comparative study)

Asst. Prof. Dr. siham Jamil Jasim
University of Anbar, College of Education for Girls

Abstract:-

Objectives: The study aims to shed light on the reasons that led to the emergence of the two-
ministerial system during the era of Buwayhid and Seljuk domination, and to compare these two
systems and their impact on the Abbasid Caliphate. The study addressed the institution of the
ministry from its inception until it became an official system and institution during the Abbasid era,
and the developments that occurredin it. The ministryis considered one of the most important state
institutions after the Caliphate, and the most influential of them. Since its inception, it was
characterized by strength, especially in the early Abbasid era. The caliphs chose their ministers from
among those who possessed the competence and knowledge to manage the affairs of the Caliphate,
granting them broad powers. Therefore, the ministers played an important role in directing the
Caliphate's policy due to their political, administrative, and financial talents. During the era of
Turkish domination, Turkish leaders intervened in the dismissal and appointment of ministers to suit
their own desires. The institution of the ministry weakened due to the selection of weak ministers
who lacked experience in state affairs. During the reign of the Amir al-Amir, the Abbasid caliph's
ministry was abolished in terms of its position and authority. The caliph was satisfied with a
secretary to manage his affairs, and the minister's powers gradually shifted to the Amir al-Amir.

During the era of Buyid domination, the minister lost all his powers and was no longer an assistant or
advisor to the caliph, but rather a secretary who managed his affairs. The Buyids also introduced the two-
ministerial system, with the Buyid emir appointing two ministers.

During the era of Seljuk domination, the Seljuks, as a foreign element, were no less dangerous
than the Buyids, as the minister returned to exercising his administrative responsibilities alongside
the Abbasid caliph. The Seljuks retained the caliph's minister alongside the Seljuk sultan's minister,
i.e., the two-ministerial system. Methodology: The study adopted the historical-analytical approach,
which aims to monitor and analyze events to understand the reasons that led to the emergence of
the two-ministerial system and its impact on the Abbasid Caliphate.

Results: The study revealed several findings, including that the Abbasid caliphs were deprived of
competent ministers to assist them in shouldering the caliphate's burdens, managing state affairs,
and running its affairs. The two-ministerial system, introduced by the Buyids, was one of the factors
that weakened the prestige and authority of the ministry. This system resulted in the assignment of
the ministry to two Buyid ministers, which led to intense competition between the two ministers,
with each seeking to eliminate his partner in the ministry and monopolize power. The Seljuks, on the
other hand, kept the caliph's minister alongside the Seljuk sultan's minister. The two were in constant
conflict for political influence and monopolization of power. Comparing the two ministers' powers
reveals the growing power of the Seljuk minister compared to that of the Abbasid caliph, especially
*since the latter's continued employment was subject to the approval of the Seljuks.

Keywords: Ministry system, two ministries, Buyid tyranny, Seljuk tyranny, Abbasid caliphate.
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