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Addicted Parents and Their Children’s Social Relationships

Abstract:

Everyone is aware that we live amidst a milieu of social customs and
traditions, representing the laws of societies and the protective shield
acquired from their religious beliefs, cultural practices, and experiences
over the years. In our society, drug abuse is considered a blatant violation
of the healthy social customs and values, posing a serious issue that
foreshadows various problems. The societal response to parental addiction
is marked by social stigma, which involves attributing unethical qualities
to the parents' actions resulting from drug addiction. Stigma is known to
be a low status that leads to tarnishing one's reputation, negatively
impacting the children of addicts, causing them to feel shame and
humiliation involuntarily (because they belong to parents who use drugs).
It is important to note how the child is affected by pressures that do not
align with their age and cognitive stages, making them susceptible to the
risks of deviation as they live in a hazardous environment, and the impact
of the concept of stigma and its various types on the child's life, addressing
its significant outcomes such as social discrimination, where society tends
to favor non-stigmatized children, leading to the emotional deprivation and
non-integration of addicted children into the community. Also anticipated
rejection that makes children of addicts enter anxious social relationships
as they expect rejection even if it doesn't occur.

Furthermore, we discuss the stigma's effect on the quality of services
provided to the children of addicts and their families, such as healthcare
from relevant institutions, performance evaluation, community
participation, property ownership, and other issues, should also be
considered.

The stigma theory by Goffman indicates that social stigma can negatively
affect the mental, emotional, and social health of those subjected to it.

As for the attachment theory, it focuses on the relationship between parents
and their children, emphasizing the pattern of secure attachment developed
by parents for their children in early childhood. In the case of addicted
parents, the secure attachment pattern may be affected by instability and
lack of care from the addicted parents, impacting the formation of trust and
security in the relationship in the future. They may feel anxiety and
tension, experiencing a lack of sufficient emotional support.
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