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:Abstract:
This study aims to examine the methodological differences be—
tween Al-Tabarsi and Al-Suyuti in narrative exegesis (Tafsir al-
Riwayah) by analyzing their approaches to collecting, critiquing,
and prioritizing narrations in cases of contradiction. Fadl Allah
ibn al-Hasan al-Tabarsi (d. 548 AH) belonged to the Imami Shi-
ite school and relied primarily on the narrations of Ahl al-Bayt,
giving them precedence over others in cases of conflict. He also
employed textual and rational interpretation to address exegetical
challenges.
On the other hand, Jalal al-Din Abd al-Rahman al-Suyuti (d. 911
AH) adhered to the Ahl al-Sunnah methodology, relying on the
compilation of authentic narrations and evaluating them accord-
ing to the principles of hadith science. The study revealed that the
theological background of each exegete significantly influenced
their choice of sources and methods of prioritization. While Al-
Tabarsi emphasized the authority of the Imams of Ahl al-Bayt,
Al-Suyuti adhered to the tradition of hadith scholars, rejecting
weak narrations and Isra iliyyat (Judeo-Christian narratives.(
The research explored doctrinal differences and their impact on
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exegesis, as well as each scholar’s method of dealing with con-
flicting narrations. Al-Tabarsi tended to use rational interpreta—
tion, while Al-Suyuti presented various narrations, categorizing
them based on their acceptability according to Sunni principles.
The study concluded that narrative exegesis was not merely the
transmission of hadith but an analytical process shaped by dis-
tinct theological and methodological foundations. Understand—
ing the differences between Al-Tabarsi and Al-Suyuti is crucial
for comprehending the intellectual developments in Qur’anic
exegesis throughout Islamic history.
Keywords:Al-Tabarsi, Al-Suyuti, narrative exegesis, tafsir meth—
odology, conflicting narrations, Isra iliyyat,
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