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Abstract

True happiness in Plato’s view stems from the realization of justice in society. I
see this subject as vital due to the significant and prominent role justice plays in
the life of nations and peoples—one that is often overlooked by many. Justice is
the foundation upon which the prosperity or decline of nations rests. The
judiciary serves as the organizing and essential link between the joints of the
state. Just as a man suffering from joint disease becomes paralyzed in movement
despite the integrity of his bodily parts, so too is the state: when the judiciary is
corrupt, the state follows in corruption. It becomes paralyzed, its key institutions
falter, and its progress becomes impossible.

This study will explore the role of law enforcement in achieving stability and
then either the prosperity or decline of states. We will examine historical
examples, taking the Ottoman State as a practical and relevant model—one that
continues to resonate within Iraqi society and is still remembered for its historical
realities. We will analyze how the implementation of law led first to stability,
then to prosperity, and conversely, how neglecting justice led the state to
deteriorate into what became known as “the sick man.” We will explore how this
neglect ultimately resulted in institutional paralysis and the eventual collapse of
the state.
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