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Psychological And Social Effects Resulting from Domestic
Violence Against the Elderly
(A study in psychological anthropology - in the city of Baghdad)
Teacher Dr. Zahra Abbas Hadi
Central Technical University - Technical Medical Institute / Baghdad
Abstract
First: Research objectives
This research aims to

1- Knowing the apparent and latent reasons that lead to the use of domestic

violence against the elderly.

2- Revealing the impact of psychological, social and economic challenges on
the use of violence against the elderly and the extent of the spread of this

phenomenon in society at the current stage.
Secondly, the topic and importance of the research:

Domestic violence is one of the most important problems facing the elderly
in the contemporary Iraqi family as a result of the circumstances and chal-
lenges that the family faces in daily life, the distraction of its children to
their various interests, and the lack of sufficient time for family interaction
and solidarity that existed in the traditional family, which left psychologi-
cal and social effects on the elderly . The need to conduct this research has
emerged due to the worsening phenomenon in the Iraqi family and the bad
conditions that the elderly suffer from that do not befit their status on the
one hand, and it is considered a devaluation of their roles in their different
stages of life on the other hand. The importance of the research also comes
due to the lack of anthropological studies and research that address The

topic is based on field experience and its anthropological approach.

Third: Research methodology: The descriptive analytical method was em-

ployed in studying the phenomenon and revealing its apparent and latent
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causes. Interviews, questionnaires, and participatory observation were also

employed as effective tools for collecting data.
Fourth, the most important search results:

1-The research found that the percentage of elderly males is higher than the
percentage of females, reaching (75%) of the total sample compared to

(25%) of women.

2- The research found that the highest percentage of respondents were wid-

ows, as their percentage reached (54%) of the sample size.

3- The research found that most of the elderly reported that they were exposed
to violence at the hands of their children (sons, their wives, and grandchil-
dren). These constituted a percentage of (63%) of the sample size. As for
the respondents who were exposed to violence at the hands of brothers and

sisters, their percentage reached (27%) of the sample size. .

4-Domestic violence against the elderly has serious psychological and social

effects that cause them daily suffering and problems.

5- The elderly suffer from a state of sadness and pain because their children
do not communicate with them, visit them, or even ask about them, which
has become a psychological pressure that has had a significant impact on

their health, psychological and physical condition.

Keywords: psychological effects, the elderly, domestic violence, psychologi-
cal stress, health status
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