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Penal policy towards terrorism in Iraqi law

Lect.Dr.Nadia Abdullah Al - Rubaie®

Abstract

Terrorism is not a new phenomenon¢ nor does it manifest in a singular
and consistent form. Its definition varies with time and place« yet its funda-
mental essence remains unchanged. It encompasses any act that causes dam-
age to public or private property with the intent to disrupt security« stability«
or national unity« to instill terror¢ fear¢< and panic among people¢ or to incite
chaos.

Sound legislative policy dictates the need for developing laws and regu-
lations in every country to keep pace with evolving conditions and to adapt
to them. Through this development of laws and regulations and the periodic
introduction of changes and amendments:« the legal system can keep up with
the society’s evolving needs and the demands of an ever-changing life« thus
preventing any gaps that might arise between the state of society and its legal
system.

From this standpoint¢ Iraq’s legislative policy has also evolved in two
phases. In the first phase« the Iraqi legislator relied on the Penal Code to ad-
dress crimes that threaten the internal and external security of the state¢ im-
posing severe penalties commensurate with the seriousness of such crimes.
The second phase of its legislative policy included the Orders of the Coalition
Provisional Authority during the years 2003 and 2004« the Law of Adminis-
tration for the State of Iraq for the Transitional Period« the Constitution of
the Republic of Iraq of 2005¢ and the Anti-Terrorism Law No. 13 of 2005.

(*)Ministry of Education / Ministens Office / Position Qualification Department
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