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The Effect of the Cognitive Representation Strategy on Critical Thinking in
Social Studies Among Second-Grade Intermediate Students
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Abstract:
The present research aims to identify the effect of the cognitive representation
strategy on critical thinking in social studies among second-grade intermediate
students,To achieve the research objective, the researchers formulated the
following null hypothesis:Null Hypothesis: There are no statistically significant
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differences at the 0.05 significance level between the average scores of students
in the experimental group, who studied social studies according to the cognitive
representation strategy, and the average scores of students in the control group,
who studied using the traditional method, in the critical thinking test ,To test the
research hypothesis, the researchers adopted the quasi-experimental design,
specifically the post-test for critical thinking. The research population included
second-grade intermediate students in public middle and secondary schools
under the Directorate of Education in Al-Qadisiyah province for the academic
year 2024-2025.The researchers randomly selected "25 October Intermediate
School for Boys" in Al-Shafi’iyah District, which consists of four second-grade
intermediate classes. Through a lottery draw, Class (B) was assigned as the
experimental group, while Class (A) was assigned as the control group. The
research sample comprised 70 students (35 students in each group). To ensure
equivalence between the two groups, the researchers conducted statistical
matching using the t-test for independent samples based on the following
variables: intelligence, chronological age (measured in months), parents'
educational attainment, and students’ mid-year exam scores in social studies.
The study material was taken from the official social studies textbook for
second-grade intermediate students for the academic year 2024-2025 ,The
researchers developed a critical thinking skills test consisting of 30 items
distributed across five skills. The validity of the instrument was confirmed by
presenting it to a panel of experts and reviewers. The results indicated that the
experimental group students, who were taught using the cognitive representation
strategy, outperformed the control group students, who were taught using the
traditional method, in critical thinking.Based on these findings, the researchers
presented a set of conclusions and recommendations.
Keywords: Strategy, Representation, Critical Thinking
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